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POLICE  COMPLAINT  OFFICE 
CAN’T  CURB  ABUSES 

OFFICE  OF  CIVILIAN  COMPLAINTS  LACKS 
RESOURCES,  DIRECTOR 


CRACK  DEALER  SENTENCED 
TO  WORK  IN  SCHOOLS 

A FEW  THOUGHTS  ON  JUSTICE  DERANGED 


by  Victor  Miller 

TPhe  slap-on-the-wrist  community 
service  sentence  given  to  Jeffrey  Branner 
for  his  second  conviction  for  dealing  crack 
at  the  Bernal  Dwelling  Housing  Project 
has  caused  reactions  of  shock  and  disgust 
in  the  Mission  District  and  throughout  the 
City.  Branner,  a member  of  an  extended 
family  that  has  operated  a multimillion 
dollar  crack  business  in  Bernal  for  over  a 
decade,  will  serve  no  jail  time.  He  will 
instead  receive  probation  and  work  1,000 
hours  in  the  S.F.  public  school  system 
teaching  educators  and  administrators 
how  to  deal  with  gangs  and  violence. 

Mayor  Jordan’s  press  secretary,  Noah 
Griffin,  told  the  News,  "It’s  an  outrage  and 
a perversion  of  justice  that  anyone  of  his 


reputation  and  background  is  going  to  be 
anywhere  near  children.  He  hasn’t  shown 
any  remorse  or  any  change  in  his  life  that 
would  warrant  such  a light  sentence." 
Ross  Worden,  a community  activist  and 
neighbor  of  Bernal  Dwelling,  struck  an 
almost  revolutionary  note:  This  kind  of 
action  by  judges  is  leading  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  If  the  government 
is  going  to  allow  people  to  be  preyed 
upon,  it  shouldn’t  be  surprised  if  its  exist- 
ence is  terminated." 

Branner  and  his  associate  Malik 
Rahim  have  been  key  figures  in  a drive  to 
block  the  implementation  of  a $50-million 
federal  grant  that  would  be  used  to 
demolish  and  reconstruct  Bernal  Dwell- 
ings, transforming  the  sprawling  maze  of 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FIVE 


OPPOSITION  TO  MATRIX 
PROGRAM  IS  GROWING 


by  Brian  Doohan 

In  Washington  Irving’s  "Legend  of 
Sleepy  Hollow,"  there  rode  a Headless 
Horseman,  a rather  fearsome  apparition 
to  be  sure,  with  a blazing  jack-o’-lantern 
under  its  arm  — a surrogate  head  to  be 
hurled  at  the  wicked. 

Going  into  its  ninth  month  without  a 
director,  however,  the  City’s  Office  of 
Civilian  Complaints  (OCC)  is  increasing- 
ly viewed  as  unable  to  respond  to  citizen 
complaints  of  police  misconduct  by  slap- 
ping evildoers  with  anything  more  sub- 
stantial than  a slice  of  pumpkin  pie. 

Underfunded,  understaffed  and  long- 
disrespected  by  the  police  it  was  estab- 
lished to  regulate,  citizens  who  claim  to 
have  experienced  police  abuse  and  now, 
as  it  seems,  a substantial  portion  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  the  OCC  may  be 
headed  for  the  same  sort  of  shakeup  ex- 
perienced by  other  sluggish  San  Francisco 
bureaucracies  such  as  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspections. 

For  Maggie  Oleson,  a tenant  coun- 
selor and  71-year-old  Gray  Panther  ac- 
tivist, change  can’t  come  too  soon.  Last 
January,  after  being  swept  up  in  a 24th 
Street  dragnet  for  informing  a man  being 
questioned  that  he  did  not  have  to  consent 
to  a warrantless  search  of  his  apartment, 
Oleson  was  hauled  away  in  shackles  that 
left  bruises  visible  a week  later.  She  was 
jailed  and  brought  up  on  charges  of  "inter- 
fering with  the  police,"  but  the  District 
Attorney  declined  to  prosecute  "in  the 
interest  of  justice." 

"I  asked  for  the  police  report,"  Oleson 
said,  "and  received  a letter  saying  my  re- 
quest had  been  denied."  Without  further 
explanation,  Oleson  had  no  further 
recourse  than  the  OCC,  which,  in  1994, 


saw  less  than  one-half  of  one  percent  of  its 
claims  result  in  measurable  disciplinary 
activity. 

Are  the  police  somehow  immune  to 
those  incidents  that  plague  so  many  large 
cities,  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  to 
Oakland? 

Not  according  to  Jo  Hirschmann  of 
the  Action  for  Police  Accountability 
(AFP A).  She  described  the  group  as  "a 
coalition  concerned  about  police  miscon- 
duct" whose  role  is  "to  bring  together  com- 
munities bring  brutalized  and  harassed  by 
police."  Because  the  OCC’s  findings  can 
be  overturned  by  the  Police  Commission, 
Hirschmann  fears  a conflict  of  interest. 

Part  of  the  difficulty,  perhaps,  is  that 
OCC  hasn’t  had  a head  for  nine  months. 
Interim  Director  John  Parker  ( who  was 
unavailable  to  the  News)  is  a former  Oak- 
land police  officer  who,  as  the  senior  OCC 
investigator,  automatically  rose  to  com- 
mand the  Office  without  confirmation  by 
the  mayor,  the  Police  Commission  or  any 
other  body. 

In  response  to  mounting  public 
criticism  of  the  OCC,  Supervisor  Tom 
Ammiano  called  a Board  of  Supervisors 
hearing;  but  it  was  cut  short  without  allow- 
ing any  of  over  40  concerned  citizens  to 
give  the  input  the  Supervisors  claim  to 
need  before  proceeding  with  legislation. 
Because  discussion  of  the  safety  of  the 
City’s  water  supply  ran  well  into  overtime, 
only  OCC  and  SFPD  spokesmen  and 
ACLU  attorney  John  Crew  were  allowed 
time  to  answer  the  questions  of  Super- 
visors Ammiano,  Terence  H allin  an  and 
Susan  Leal. 

Barbara  Attard,  a senior  investigator 
at  OCC,  acknowledged  that  the  effective- 
ness of  the  Office  was  compromised. 
The  instability  of  leadership  at  the  top 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FTVE 


by  Steve  Beminger 

T he  fate  of  Mayor  Jordan’s  Matrix 
program  is  uncertain  and  must  now 
weather  an  increasingly  hostile  political 
climate.  On  March  20,  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors overwhelmingly  voted  against 
Matrix  with  a policy  statement  that 
demanded  the  Mayor  restructure  and 
refocus  the  program.  But  Matrix  is  not  yet 
a dead  issue. 

Coming  on  the  heels  of  a public  hear- 
ing March  14  to  discuss  Matrix’s  uncon- 
stitutionality, the  Supervisors’  9-to-l  vote 
(only  Barbara  Kaufman  voted  against  the 
measure)  has  no  legal  bearing  on  Jordan’s 
next  move.  However,  many  hail  the  vote 
as  a victory.  "It  sends  a strong  message  to 
the  Mayor  that  the  City  is  divided  over 
Matrix,"  said  social  worker  Jason  Al- 
bertson. 


"A  lot  of  the  citizenry  are  waking  up 
and  saying  ’We’re  not  going  to  buy  the 
bullshit,’"  said  Stuart  Hambone  McKillip 
of  the  Coalition  on  Homelessness, 
General  Assistance  Rights  Unit.  "[The 
vote)  sends  a signal  to  Jordan  that  when 
he  goes  for  a re-election  bid,  he  can  look 
back  and  see  that  we’re  not  happy  with 
Matrix." 

Since  August  1993,  when  Jordan 
launched  the  policy  to  "make  San  Francis- 
co clean  and  safe,"  the  policy  has  resulted 
in  22,000  "quality  of  life"  arrests  and  has 
met  with  bitter  opposition  from  the  home- 
less and  the  groups  that  work  with  them. 
Their  complaints  with  the  program  are 
numerous. 

Among  them  is  the  belief  that  Matrix 
channels  too  much  of  the  City’s  resources 
into  supposedly  combatting  the  problem 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FOUR 
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GRAND  RE-OPENING  OF 
AUNT  MARY’S  RESTAURANT 

MEXICAN  AND  AMERICAN  CUISINE 
HEARTY  BREAKFASTS 
GREAT  LUNCHES 
AFFORDABLE  DINNERS 


NEW  EXPANDED  HOURS: 

SUNDAY  TO  THURSDAY  7AM  TO  10PM 
FRIDAY  & SATURDAY  7AM  TO  12AM 

3122  16TH  ST.  PHONE  626-5523 


25%  OFF  WITH  THIS  COUPON 

NOT  GOOD  WITH  ANY  OTHER  OFFER.  EXPIRES  6\30\95 


CD • CS • LP ■ VIDEO 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


593 


Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 

GUERRERO  STREET  (BETWEEN  17TH  & 18TH ) 

(415)  255-8411  j OYE  ! 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  get  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES  / BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education.  Job  Training.  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 


Qualifications  Clean  Credit  History,  Annual  Household  Income  of 

St 7.000  or  less  for  Education.  Job  Training.  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000.  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  S 1 5.000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 


Repayment  Up  to  84  months 

Interest  Rate  5.25  Annual  Pecentage  Rate,  Fixed* 


•For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month 
term,  monthly  payment  is  $71.25 


Please  contact  Dank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Francisco/ Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


RANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIO 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937 


Member  FDIC 


a 

LENDER 


We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices 
and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice 


STAT  STATION. 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

...  STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 

626-6767 


NEW  MISSION  NEWS  APRIL  1995  PAC.F.  3 


CINCO  DE  MAYO  FESTIVAL 
WILL  BE  HELD  APRIL  29-30 

THIS  YEAR  S THEME  IS  "IN  HONOR  OF  OUR  CHILDREN" 


by  Michael  Rejniak 

A,  clouds  and  clothes  peel  back 
and  the  sun  shines  more  clearly,  San  Fran- 
cisco celebrates  Cinco  de  Mayo  --  and  its 
children. 

The  28th  annual  Cinco  de  Mayo  Fes- 
tival commemorates  the  Mexican  defeat 
of  French  armies  at  Puebla,  a city  in 
Mexico.  The  military  victory  was  an  im- 
portant step  in  Mexico’s  eventual  inde- 
pendence from  European  imperialism. 

The  festival,  scheduled  for  April  29 
and  30,  kicks  off  with  a traditional  Aztec 
ceremony  at  Civic  Center  plaza  on  Satur- 
day at  11  a.m.  The  festivities  continue 
through  Sunday,  which  includes  the 
popular  Cinco  de  Mayo  Parade,  one  of 
the  City’s  most  colorful  and  energetic. 
The  route  travels  through  the  heart  of  the 
Mission  District. 

The  official  theme  for  this  year’s 
celebration  is  "In  Honor  of  Our  Children." 
The  two-day  festival  emphasizes 
children’s  health  and  education  issues  in 
the  wake  of  Proposition  187,  an  anti-im- 
migration act  that  denies  people  health 
services  and  welfare  based  on  citizenship 
status.  A "Children’s  Health  and  Educa- 
tion Circle"  at  the  weekend  party  will 
stage  exhibits,  demonstrations  and  or- 
ganizations for  children  and  their  parents 
to  learn  about  medical  services,  nutrition, 
college  preparation  and  scholarships 
available  to  them. 

Mission  Economic  and  Cultural  As- 
sociation (MECA),  this  year’s  Cinco  de 
Mayo  Festival  organizers,  considered  the 
celebration’s  theme  and  family  needs 
when  planning  the  festival  layout  and  ac- 
tivities. Children’s  play  areas  and  alcohol 
distribution  were  special  considerations; 


carnival  grounds  have  been  set  aside  for 
both. 

The  weekend’s  main  events  --  eating, 
drinking  and  dancing  --  remind  par- 
ticipants of  the  color  and  grandeur  of 
Mexican  and  Latino  historical  and  con- 
temporary culture  and  their  importance, 
especially  to  California  and  the  Bay  Area. 

Whether  it’s  the  immortal  Mariachi 
brass  or  the  new  bandas  beat,  the  music 
takes  center  stage  all  weekend  long.  Un- 
announced popular  national  performers 
are  also  slated  for  the  entertainment. 

Spicy  music  will  duel  spicy  food 
aromas  for  airspace.  Burritos,  tacos, 
carne  asada  and  camitas  fill  festival 
grounds  and  festival-goers’  stomachs. 
"The  Cantina"  will  be  serving  margaritas 
and  beer  to  quench  thirst. 

Traditional  costumes  and  dance 
swing  and  twirl  the  rhythms  and  aromas  of 
the  party.  There  will  be  plenty  of  oppor- 
tunity to  pick  up  a new  dance,  the 
"Quebradita,"  rivaled  only  by  the  Lam- 
bada for  its  sensual  appearance. 

The  Cinco  de  Mayo  Parade  starts 
Sunday’s  festivities  at  11  a.m.  Mission 
District  elementary  students  marshal  the 
parade,  which  begins  its  march  at  24th  and 
Bryant  Streets.  The  procession  continues 
north  on  Mission,  ending  at  14th  Street. 

Admission  to  the  festival  is  $4  per  per- 
son, per  day.  Children  under  12  are  ad- 
mitted without  charge.  Reserved 
grandstand  seating  is  available.  The  fes- 
tival closes  at  6 p.m.  each  night. 

Vendors,  especially  those  who  deal  in 
services  or  products  for  children  or  their 
parents,  are  encouraged  to  participate  in 
this  Cinco  de  Mayo  Festival.  Contact  Fes- 
tival Coordinator  Chris  Knowles  at  (415) 
826-1041. 


TAMING  of  the  SHOE 

SHOES,  SHOE  REPAIR  AND  SHOE  CUSTOMIZING 
1736  Haight  Street  (at  Cole) 

221-4453 


DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS 

START  AT $3.50 

CAPPUCCINOS,  LATTES, 
ESPRESSOS  $1.00  to  $1.50 
REGULAR  MR. ESPRESSO 

COFFEE $-50 

FRUIT  OR  VEGETABLE 

DRINKS $2.00+ 

28  KINDS  OF  BEERS 
WITH  EIGHT  ON  DRAFT 
VARIETY  OF  WINES 


WELCOME  TO  THE  NEW 

COLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT 

at  the 

ANDORA  INN 

A TTENTION:  Coming  soon,  adding 
to  the  present  Latin  and  Italian 
foods,  AUTHENIC  CARIBBEAN 
CUISINE  WITH  SPECIAL  CHEF  ! 
2434  Mission  Street  between  20th 
and  21st  Steets,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Telephone:  CALL...(415)  282-2447 
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MATRIX 

CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  ONE 


while  doing  little  to  propose  or  pay  for 
possible  solutions.  Indeed,  Jordan’s  own 
"Continuum  of  Care  Plan"  revealed  that 
there  are  only  1,399  shelter  beds  and  798 
transitional  units  available,  while  an  es- 
timated 8,000  are  homeless  in  the  City  on 
any  given  night.  Yet  budget  cuts  have 
sliced  health,  mental  health  and  sub- 
stance-abuse treatment  services  have 
worsened  the  situation. 

Matrix’s  emphasis  on  police-based 
outreach  and  its  ineffective  system  of 
referrals  is  another  defect,  critics  say.  "It’s 
a coercive  referral  [to  a social  service 
agency]  if  a cop  will  give  someone  a cita- 
tion if  they  don’t  go  to  the  shelter.  The 
police  are  essentially  saying,  ’If  you  don’t 
do  it,  we’ll  arrest  you,’"  Albertson  said, 
noting  that  the  University  of  San 
Francisco’s  recent  study  of  the  two  largest 
of  these  referral  shelters  revealed  that  32 
to  42  percent  of  their  inhabitants  are  in- 
fected with  active  tuberculosis. 

Sister  Bernie  Galvin  of  Religious  Wit- 
ness with  Homeless  People,  an  alliance  of 
religious  leaders  calling  for  an  end  to 
Matrix,  agrees  that  Matrix’s  outreach  is 
ineffective.  "It  is  devious  for  the  Mayor  to 
focus  on  the  outreach  component  being 
the  essence  of  Matrix,"  she  said.  "The 
outreach  program  is  minuscule  compared 
with  the  22,000  infractions  that  don’t  do 
anything  to  address  serious  crime."  Her 
organization’s  December  1994  prayer 
vigil  in  the  wake  of  the  Justice 
Department’s  ruling  prompted  Super- 
visor Angela  Alioto  to  schedule  the 
March  hearing  and  subsequent  vote. 

According  to  Albertson,  the  police 
street  outreach  effort  allows  the  mayor  to 
point  to  two  different  sides  of  the  same 
coin.  "He  can  say  to  one  side  that  he’s 
protecting  business  interests  by  clearing 
people  out  of  doorways  and  sidewalks, 
and  to  the  other  side  can  point  to  all  the 
so-called  referrals,"  Albertson  said.  Mc- 
Killip  agreed,  "Mayor  Jordan  is  a puppet. 
He  has  to  please  the  businesses  and  uses 
tourism  as  an  excuse  for  justifying  Matrix. 
The  mayor  is  insulting  the  intelligence  of 


the  average  person." 

Although  today’s  complaints  against 
Matrix  closely  resemble  those  voiced 
when  the  program  first  began,  advocates 
have  noticed  subtle  changes  indicating 
that  Matrix  has  changed  its  shape  to 
match  the  political  flavor  of  the  day.  "It 
has  kind  of  adjusted.  The  last  couple  of 
months,  there’s  been  less  of  a focus  on  the 
infractions  that  are  the  subject  of  pending 
lawsuits,"  Galvin  said.  "I’ve  also  noticed 
how  the  figures  [of  arrests]  seem  to  fluc- 
tuate. When  there’s  an  increase  in 
criticism  of  the  program,  [the  officers]  will 
cool  it,  and  when  there’s  a convention  in 
town,  there  will  be  a resurgence  in  an 
effort  to  remove  people.  I can  only  im- 
agine what  will  happen  in  June  with  the 
UN  conference." 

Mara  Rayder  of  the  Coalition-spon- 
sored Streetwatch  program  has  noticed 
changes  as  well.  "The  harassment  is  still 
there,  only  cops  are  going  about  it  in  a 
slightly  different  way.  They’ve  changed 
their  tactics,"  she  said,  noting  how  the  type 
of  infraction  often  varies  depending  upon 
the  police  precinct  enforcing  Matrix.  "In 
the  Haight  it  seems  like  cops  will  issue 
citations  more  frequently,  while  in  North 
Beach,  they  may  detain  someone  for  a few 
hours." 

"There’s  been  an  increase  in  people 
reporting  violent  acts  by  the  police,  a lot 
of  which  has  been  created  by  this  atmos- 
phere of  violence  that  Matrix  has 
created,"  the  Coalition’s  Steve  Williams 
said. 

What  is  Matrix’s  fate?  The  offices  of 
Supervisors  Kaufman  and  Alioto  an- 
ticipate that  the  mayor  will  veto  the 
Board’s  resolution  and  send  it  back,  leav- 
ing things  pretty  much  where  they  began, 
although  Jordan  will  run  into  trouble  if  he 
tries  to  slip  a budget  proposal  specifically 
for  Matrix  past  the  Board.  Darlene 
Flanders,  Director  of  the  General  Assis- 
tance Advocacy  Project  agrees.  "It’s  im- 
portant that  the  Board  is  recognizing  the 
legal  problems  with  the  program,  but  I 
think  it  may  just  be  more  of  a symbolic 


Imabori  Financial  Sources 

REAL  ESTATE  LOANS 

FIRST  PURCHASES  ■ SECOND  MORTGAGES 

REFINANCES  ■ EQUITY  LINES  OF  CREDIT 

■ Our  18  years  of  experience  provide  you  with  the  most 
advantageous  financing  for  your  circumstances. 

■ We  invest  the  time  to  successfully  close  the  more  difficult 
transactions. 

■ Come  talk  to  us,  even  if  you  have  been  turned  down 
for-  a loan. 


Pat  Horton 
4155  A - 24th  Street 
(between  Castro  & Diamond) 
Phone  415  647-5735 


AVAILABLE  EVENINGS  & WEEKENDS 


A MINORITY-AND  WOMAN-OWNED  BUSINESS 


Pottery  on  the  wheel  ^ 

and  hand 

building 

classes 

low-fire,  raku,  ^ 

and  high- fire  cUJsila  ‘ 

reduction 

Fees  include  a two-  ; 

hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional  studio  time 
For  more  information,  call  777-9080 


Matrix  goes  on  but  the  homeless  remain  on  the  streets.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


gesture." 

As  for  changes  on  the  streets,  only 
time  will  tell.  "I  think  [the  number  of 
Matrix  incidents]  will  escalate  for  a while, 
with  the  police  trying  to  get  their  last  licks 
in,  then  it  will  taper  off,"  McKillip 
predicted.  Galvin  hopes  the  Mayor  will 
respect  the  Justice  Department’s  ruling 
and,  in  the  process,  avoid  pending  civil- 
rights  hearings  which  could  drain  the 
City’s  resources. 


One  homeless  man,  Roger  Jones, 
thinks  the  Mayor  will  find  other  ways  to 
persecute  people  regardless  of  the  out- 
come of  the  Board’s  resolution.  "He’d 
rather  lock  everyone  up  and  throw  away 
the  key,"  he  said.  "The  Mayor  is  kinda 
backwards.  He  treats  people  like  they’re 
animals,  like  they’re  an  eyesore."  Most 
agree,  however,  that  the  only  real  way  to 
tell  what  shape  Matrix  will  take  in  upcom- 
ing weeks  is  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  streets. 


You  are  Welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building  for 
all  Phases  of  Dentistry  • 2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Peter  Rengstorff,  D.D.S.  Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  • 
Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H.  Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S. 
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has  created  obvious  problems,"  she  ad- 
mitted. Further,  Mayor  Jordan  is  repor- 
tedly prepared  to  offer  only  two  of  the 
three  staffers  OCC  has  requested  to 

police  200  new  officers  who  are  to  be 
hired. 

OCC  heard  approximately  1100  com- 
plaints in  1994,  but  the  rate  of  those  sus- 
tained dropped  almost  half  — from  11.6 
percent  to  6 percent.  Further,  OCC 
decisions  against  a police  officer  can  be 
overturned  by  the  Police  Department  - of 
66  decisions  in  1994,  17  were  so  over- 
turned, 30  resulted  in  "admonishments" 
and  19  officers  were  disciplined  ...  12  by 
receiving  a written  reprimand. 

Only  five  officers  were  suspended  - 
three  for  a single  day,  one  for  two  days  and 
one  for  three,  a record  that  has  outraged 
ACLU  lawyer  Crew.  "The  Police  Com- 
mission has  been  more  concerned  about 
protecting  the  image  of  the  Department 
than  protecting  the  public,"  he  charged. 

After  the  sudden  cessation  of  the 
hearing.  Crew  called  the  OCC  "beholden 
to  the  political  whim  of  Mayor  Jordan,  a 
former  police  officer. 

"This  Mayor  put  an  ex-cop  in  charge 
(as  Interim  Director)  and  formed  an  un- 
named search  committee,  one  of  whom 
seems  to  be  an  ex-cop,  which  has  taken 
nine  months  to  get  back  to  applicants. 
Especially  with  an  election  coming  up, 
why  would  anybody  want  to  take  this  job?" 

Police  Commissioner  Anthony 
Rodriguez  explained  that  the  lengthy  na- 
ture of  the  search  process  was  caused  by 
a desire  not  to  involve  "politics"  in  the 
selection  of  the  next  director.  Over  200 
applications  were  received  and  examined 
by  the  outside  search  committee,  which, 
Rodriguez  said,  was  told:  "You  are  in 
charge;  no  one  is  telling  you  what  to  do." 

Rodriguez  said  that  he  expects  the 
search  committee  to  come  up  with  a list  of 
10  finalists  in  the  near  future.  OCC  staff 
believe  a director  will  be  hired  by  June, 
but  others  echo  Crew’s  suspicion  that  the 
best  candidates  have  likely  been  dis- 
couraged by  the  long  process;  and  it  may 


have  to  start  all  over  again. 

As  to  Interim  Director  Parker’s 
potential  conflict  of  interest  as  a former 
police  officer,  Rodriguez  noted  that  while 
the  Charter  prohibits  current  or  former 
SFPD  officers  from  heading  the  OCC, 
nothing  is  mentioned  about  officers  from 
other  jurisdictions. 

It  is,  in  fact,  the  question  of  San  Fran- 
cisco police  joint  ventures  with  other 
agencies  that  drew  many  to  the  hearing. 
While  there  have  been  no  major 
SFPD/Immigration  sweeps  since  the  pas- 
sage of  Proposition  187,  the  joint 
police/state  Alcoholic  Beverage  Commis- 
sion (ABC)  raid  on  a New  Years’  AIDS 
fundraiser  has  not  only  outraged  AIDS 
and  civil-rights  activists  but  has  ex- 
asperated City  attorneys  trying  to  sort  the 
mess  out. 

"ABC  told  the  City  where  we  can  go," 
said  one  dispirited  lawyer. 

While  many  of  those  attending  the 
hearing  appeared  to  be  veteran  adver- 
saries like  Bad  Cop,  No  Donut,  the  Les- 
bian Avengers  and  the  ably  acronymed 
Bay  Area  Cop  Observation  Network, 
AFPA  has  outreached  to  Mission  groups 
with  a long  record  of  service  to  im- 
migrants, documented  or  not.  Groups 
like  Ayuda  and  the  Dolores  Shelter  are 
watching  OCC  carefully  - an  inability  to 
control  police  joint  ventures  has  ominous 
post-Prop  187  implications. 

As  the  hearing  failed  to  provide  the 
community  input  that  Michael  Housh,  an 
aide  to  Ammiano,  noted  would  be 
desirable  before  any  legislation  is 
prepared,  another  hearing  has  tentatively 
been  set  for  April  11  at  10:30  a.m.  Beyond 
providing  two  (or  three)  more  OCC  inves- 
tigators, reform  would  likely  require  a fur- 
ther Charter  amendment.  While  some 
AFPA  critics  feel  that  removing  the  Of- 
fice from  Police  Commission  jurisdiction 
might  be  justified,  OCC  staff  reply  that 
they  would  be  losing  "powers  and  resour- 
ces we  would  not  have  under  another  of- 
fice." 

Politics  enter  inevitably.  Unless  some 
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abominable  incident  occurs  in  the  next 
few  months,  it  seems  that  the  Supervisors 
will  wait  to  see  who  occupies  the  mayor’s 
chair  before  placing  any  reform  before 
the  voters.  All  of  those  mentioned  as  con- 
tenders --  Jordan,  former  Mayor  Art 
Agnos,  Supervisors  Hallinan  and  Alioto, 
and  Assembly  Speaker  Willie  Brown  - 
have  had  cordial  relations  with  the  power- 
ful Police  Officers’  Association  at  one 
time  or  another.  This  would  seem  to 
dampen  the  potential  for  reform;  but  as 
the  POA  can  only  endorse  one  candidate, 
backing  the  wrong  horse  means  paying  a 
price. 

So  on  and  on  the  headless  OCC  horse- 
men will  ride  ...  at  least  for  a few  more 
months.  Housh  pointed  out  that  even 
police  officers  are  fed  up  with  the  "chaos" 


at  OCC.  "Police  are  as  anxious  to  have 
their  names  cleared  as  citizens  are  for 
justice,"  he  said. 

His  boss,  however,  had  a more  typical- 
ly Ammianic  observation  on  the  troubled 
OCC  at  the  March  28  hearing. 

"This  is  a body  that  has  not  had  a direc- 
tor for  nine  months.  That  is  enough  of  a 
gestation  period  ...  now  we  need  to  give 
birth!" 

• 

Action  for  Police  Accountability 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public.  The  next 
takes  place  Thursday,  April  13,  at  Cafe 
Macondo,  on  16th  Street  between  Valen- 
cia and  Guerrero  at  7 p.m.  For  informa- 
tion (or  to  confirm  the  April  1 1 rehearing) 
call  346-9693. 
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apartment  buildings  and  uncontrolled 
open  space  into  individual  town  houses 
with  private  back  yards.  Proponents  of 
the  reconstruction  plan  argue  that  it 
would  create  a transformed  environment, 
one  that  does  not  provide  cover  for  drug 
dealers  and  is  therefore  free  of  the  drug- 
related  violence  that  has  plagued  Bernal 
and  the  surrounding  neighborhood. 

There  are  many  ironic  twists  to  the 
sentence  imposed  by  retired  Superior 
Court  Judge  Claude  Perasso.  Before  his 
second  conviction,  the  San  Francisco 
Police  Department  had  designated  Bran- 
ner  as  a persona  non  grata  at  Bernal,  ar- 
resting him  on  sight  for  trespassing  on  the 
basis  of  a 1986  drug  dealing  conviction  for 
which  he  had  served  five  years.  Housing 
Authority  Executive  Director  Ted 
Dienstfry  asked  Perasso  to  officially  ban 
Branner  from  public  housing  property. 
No  deal.  So  as  a result  of  his  second  drug 
conviction,  Branner  is  now  free  to  fre- 
quent the  site  of  his  previous  offenses. 

Dienstfry’s  concern,  besides  the  ob- 
vious public  safety  issue,  is  that  Branner’s 
legitimized  presence  at  Bernal  will  ex- 
acerbate an  already  explosive  political 
situation  that  has  caused  the  City  to  miss 
deadline  requirements  that  must  be  met 
to  keep  the  reconstruction  funds.  Barbara 
Smith,  a Housing  Authority  staff  member, 
said,  "We  are  now  meeting  all  our  dead- 
lines." 

One  grant  requirement  is  that  housing 
project  tenants  participate  in  the  creation 
of  a master  reconstruction  plan,  but  meet- 
ing with  the  tenants  has  been  nearly  im- 
possible."When  we  call  the  Bernal 
Dwelling  Tenant  Association  up  we’re 
refered  to  either  Malik  {Rahim}  or  Jeff 
{Branner},  who  refuse  to  schedule  meet- 
ings. Residents  who  cooperate  with  us 
find  dog  shit  in  their  doorways,  graffiti  on 
their  walls  and  have  their  cars  vandal- 
ized," Smith  said.  Police  Commander 
Richard  Holder  told  the  SF  Examiner  he 
had  received  over  100  complaints  from 
Housing  Authority  staff  and  tenants  who 
said  they  had  been  threatened  or  in- 
timidated by  Branner  and  Rahim 

Another  ironic  element  in  this  situa- 
tion is  the  fact  that  Branner  will  be  work- 
ing in  the  schools.  In  1992,  stray  bullets 
from  drug  dealer  shootouts  at  Bernal 
would  occasionally  travel  across  Army 
Street  into  Leonard  Flynn  Elementary 
School.  Duck-and-cover  drills  were  in- 


stituted for  the  kids,  but  a teacher’s  aide 
was  nonetheless  shot  in  the  back  and  now 
has  a bullet  permanently  lodged  near  her 
spine.  In  response,  Sgt.  Tim  Dempsey  of 
the  SFPD  helped  organize  a joint 
SFPD/FBI  task  force  to  break  up  the  gang 
at  Bernal.  The  eventual  result  was  the 
arrest  of  some  46  people,  including  Jef- 
frey Branner.  After  over  two  years  of  legal 
maneuvering,  the  net  result  may  be  that 
Jeffrey  Branner  now  instructs  teachers  at 
Flynn  School  in  the  finer  points  of  duck- 
and-cover  drills,  drills  that  the  arrest  of 
him  and  his  fellow  gang  members  should 
have  made  unnecessary. 

Superintendent  of  Education  Bill 
Rojas,  while  supporting  the  Branner  sen- 
tence, tried  to  minimize  the  1992  shooting 
incident.  He  told  the  Examiner,  "A 
daycare  worker  was  shot  in  the  buttock.  A 
simple  wall  might  have  prevented  it." 
Building  walls  around  educational 
facilities  so  that  gun-wielding  thugs  can  go 
about  their  business  may  strike  most 
people  as  less  practical  than  jailing 
anyone  who  shoots  up  an  elementary 
school.  Our  Superintendent  of  Education 
apparently  disagrees,  but  then  Branner  is 
not  just  another  felon  to  the  Rojas  family. 
In  J anuary,  when  Rojas  was  at  work  enlist- 
ing support  for  his  brother-in-law,  Felipe 
Flores ca,  who  was  being  forced  out  of  his 
job  as  Housing  Authority  Executive 
Director,  it  was  Rahim  and  Branner  who 
lead  the  charge  at  the  Housing  Commis- 
sion. At  one  point,  they  started  a petition 
drive  to  remove  Commission  President 
Barbara  Meskunas.  Floresca  was  even- 
tually ousted  with  a year’s  pay:  $145,000  to 
cushion  the  blow.  He  then  went  to  work  as 
a consultant  for  Rahim  and  his  partner 
Branner  - who  now,  in  effect,  works  for 
Rojas. 

The  one  person  you  would  expect  to 
be  most  furious  about  all  this  is  the  Cap- 
tain of  Mission  Police  Station,  Joaquin 
Santos,  whose  officers  must  answer  over 
100  calls  a week  at  Bernal  Dwelling.  San- 
tos, though,  is  philosophical:  "I’ve  been  in 
this  business  too  long  to  let  something  like 
this  upset  me.  And  besides,  I can 
reasonably  predict  --  and  not  because  of 
entrapment  or  anything  like  that  --  he’ll  be 
in  jail  by  the  end  of  the  year." 

In  the  meantime,  community  opinion 
of  the  Branner  sentence  was  best  sum- 
marized by  one  Mission  resident  who 
said,  "This  is  really  and  truly  insane." 
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SNAP 


By  Robin 
Snyderman 


as  inspired  by  Snap  the  Wonder  Dog 


eople  often  laugh  at  Snap  when 
she’s  faced  with  a difficult  decision.  If  one 
friend  offers  her  a tennis  ball  and  another 
hands  her  a rawhide  bone,  for  example, 
the  outcome  is  predictably  funny.  She 
paces  and  pants  and  moves  from  bone  to 
ball  and  back  again,  yelping  quietly  for 
some  guidance.  For  Snap,  both  the  bone 
and  the  ball  represent  ultimate  gratifica- 
tion - because  they  offer  not  only  pleasure, 
but  purpose.  Maybe  it’s  the  genetics  of 
these  working-dog  types  (her  vet  says 
Snap’s  great  grandmother  was  a cattle 
herder  in  Australia);  but  when  she’s  got  a 
project  like  a bone  or  a ball,  she  fully 
intends  to  see  that  project  through.  She’ll 
chew  up  the  entire  bone  in  one  messy 
sitting,  or  puncture  and  unravel  the  ball 
before  the  day’s  end.  When  two  projects 
simultaneously  confront  her,  she  will 
eventually  decide  to  lie  down,  straddling 
both  between  her  front  paws,  and  alter- 
nately go  at  each  until  either  the  projects 
or  the  pup  are  exhausted. 

Lately,  I’ve  realized  her  response  to 
such  quandaries  isn’t  so  funny.  In  fact,  I 
notice  myself  and  my  neighbors  similarly 
pacing  and  panting  and  quietly  yelping  for 
guidance,  as  we  struggle  to  establish 
priorities  and  to  fulfill  them  purposefully 
and  (preferably)  with  some  pleasure,  too. 

DEALING  WITH  DRUG 
DEALERS 

I was  recently  heartened  to  see  the 
way  in  which  several  neighbors  came 
together  for  a particularly  difficult  pur- 
pose. This  may  surprise  some  readers,  but 
I attended  a public  forum  in  the  Mission 
that  was  ...  productive  and  inspiring.  The 
16th  Street  Neighborhood  Association, 
which  has  sponsored  several  events  in  the 
last  two  years,  undertook  its  most  chal- 
lenging topic  to  date  on  February  23: 
"Dealing  with  Drug  Dealers:  A Workshop 
for  Developing  Practical  Solutions."  The 
Association,  which  is  a growing  coalition 
of  residents,  merchants,  artists  and  ser- 
vice providers,  brings  together  people  of 
incredibly  varied  politics  and 


philosophies.  They  work  to  appreciate 
each  other’s  perspectives  and  to  promote 
activities  that  are  for  the  neighborhood’s 
common  good.  In  the  past,  workshops 
have  showcased  individuals  and  agencies 
who  use  the  arts  as  a healing  tool,  involved 
youth  in  advocacy  and  policy  issues,  and 
other  important  matters.  Such  showcas- 
ing is  an  effective  means  of  educating  each 
other  about  local  resources.  But  the 
"Dealing  with  Drug  Dealers"  workshop 
was  harder.  It  required  some  decision- 
making. 

In  planning  the  workshop,  there  was  a 
lot  of  discussion  among  Association  mem- 
bers about  what  the  focus  should  be. 
People  didn’t  want  to  confuse  the  crime 
of  drug  dealing  with  the  disease  of  sub- 
stance abuse.  They  didn’t  want  to  host  yet 
another  hostile  griping  session.  So  what  to 
do?  Demand  more  from  police  and  City 
Hall?  Or  demonstrate  some  local  wisdom 
and  listen  to  some  local  experts?  Ex- 
change some  practical  solutions? 

In  the  end,  the  event  managed  to  in- 
clude each  of  these  priorities;  and  the 
resulting  agenda  was  unique.  Repre- 
sentatives from  the  Police  Department 
and  City  Hall  attended.  A resident,  a mer- 
chant and  a local  service  provider  each 
spoke  for  five  minutes  about  strategies 
that  worked  for  them. 

But  for  the  bulk  of  the  meeting,  people 
broke  down  into  small  groups,  and  talked 
to  each  other.  First,  people  were  asked  to 
go  around  their  circles  a few  times  and 
answer  the  question,  "What  are  the  most 
serious  problems  caused  by  drug  dealing 
in  our  neighborhood?"  The  expected  list 
of  tangible  concerns  was  raised:  theft, 
violence,  unhealthy  conditions,  deteriora- 
tion of  businesses,  property  value  reduc- 
tions, the  presence  of  continued  blight. 
These  are  concerns  mentioned  at  just 
about  every  community  meeting  in  the 
Mission,  no  matter  the  agenda.  But  then  a 
whole  other  list  of  deeper  concerns  was 
evoked:  Kids  are  distracted  from  educa- 
tion; people  are  scared  out  of  theft  hous- 
ing and  into  homelessness;  individuals  are 
isolated  from  one  another  due  to  fear, 
distrust  and  unfriendliness;  there’s  a lack 
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of  human  bonding;  there’s  apathy  and 
hopelessness. 

After  each  group  filled  up  a page  or 
two  of  such  depressing  notes,  participants 
were  encouraged  to  go  around  theft- 
circles  a few  more  times  and  answer  the 
question  "What  is  one  thing  I can  do 
tomorrow,  or  have  done  already,  to 
change  or  affect  one  of  the  problems  dis- 
cussed?" Again,  the  familiar  tangibles 
were  listed:  improve  lighting,  clean 
storefronts,  report  clearly  to  the  police 
and  advocate  for  beat  cops.  But  then, 
again,  people  came  up  with  a thoughtful 
list  of  suggestions  that  you  rarely  hear 
discussed  in  the  midst  of  heated  com- 
munity meetings:  Get  to  know  your  neigh- 
bors, bring  them  together,  build 
community  and  cross-cultural  alliances, 
celebrate,  don’t  give  up,  gather  informa- 
tion and  use  it  pro-actively,  stay  involved, 
be  supportive  of  one  another. 

SPEAK  UP  BUT 
DON’T  SNARL 

P eople  then  worked  to  develop  a 
game  plan  for  the  months  ahead.  Those  of 
you  interested  in  being  involved  can  call 
the  Association  at  522-9535.  Theft  meet- 
ings are  published  monthly  in  this  paper. 
(Those  in  attendance  at  the  workshop 
thought  it  would  be  helpful  if  all  Mission 
neighborhood  groups  published  their 
meetings,  at  least,  and  perhaps  even  theft 
agendas  in  this  paper.  So  please  do  what 
you  can,  and  publish!) 

Together  with  Mission  Renaissance 
and  other  local  groups,  the  Association 
will  be  co-sponsoring  a clean-up  and  bar- 
becue on  April  29.  The  purpose  of  the 
barbecue  is  to  thank  "community  cham- 
pions" of  the  Mission  for  theft  work  over 
the  last  year.  Interested  in  attending? 
Want  to  nominate  a neighbor  as  a "com- 
munity champion?"  Call  the  Association. 

I noticed  that,  of  the  60  or  so  adults  in 
attendance  at  the  above  event,  only  one 


person  brought  her  children.  A long-time 
Mission  activist  once  told  me  that  she  had 
to  stop  bringing  her  daughter  to  neighbor- 
hood forums  because,  too  often,  Mission 
meetings  and  bad  manners  tend  to  be 
synonymous.  She  said  that  instead  of 
giving  children  new  problem-solving  skills 
and  a sense  of  hope,  many  of  the  gather- 
ings feature  temper  tantrums  and  rude 
outbursts,  implying  that  these  are  accept- 
able forms  of  adult  behavior. 

TAKE  A BITE  OUT 
OF  NEWT 

As  the  104th  Congress  moves  for- 
ward with  its  community-busting  formula 
for  poverty  and  despair,  it’s  more  impor- 
tant than  ever  that  neighbors  in  the  Mis- 
sion step  up  to  the  high  road.  Meetings 
like  the  one  sponsored  by  the  16th  Street 
Neighborhood  Association  demonstrate 
our  ability  to  develop  consensus  and 
cooperate.  Beyond  this,  people  also  want 
to  know  that  the  decisions  agreed  upon 
are  voiced  loudly  and  heard  clearly. 

It’s  difficult  to  determine  which 
projects  to  pursue  --  those  which  build  our 
own  capacity  as  a community?  Or  those 
which  quickly  present  our  concerns  to 
policy-makers  who  can  respond  ...  before 
the  insidious  Contract  with  America  is 
ratified? 

I say  take  Snap’s  approach:  Straddle 
the  efforts  "between  your  paws,"  and  alter- 
nately go  at  each.  Attend  your  neighbor- 
hood meeting  (and  get  it  advertised  in  this 
paper).  Support  and  be  kind  to  your 
neighbors.  Gather  information.  Listen. 
Learn.  Then  call  our  congresspeople. 
(Start  with  our  Senators,  since  the  Con- 
tract with  America  is  now  in  theft  hands, 
but  don’t  let  your  Representatives  off  the 
hook  either).  Be  clear  (and  honest) 
whether  you  speak  for  yourself  or  your 
neighborhood  group.  Remember,  ul- 
timate gratification  offers  not  only  pleasure, 
but  purpose.  So  go  for  it. 
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GANGSPEAK 


YOUTH  SUMM IT  UP!! 


It  was  a full  house  at  Horace  Mann  Middle  School.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


by  Roberto  Eligio  Alfaro 

T he  Second  Annual  Mission  Youth 
Summit,  held  at  the  Horace  Mann  School 
on  March  18,  was  a hit! 

"Last  year’s  Youth  Summit,  we  got 
about  300  people;  but  it  was  community 
organizers  and  adults,  because  it  was  or- 
ganized by  adults.  But  this  year,  we  got 
200-plus  youth  - that’s  something  we 
could  have  never  done!"  said  Mitchell 
Salazar,  Director  of  Real  Alternatives 
Program. 

Anthony  Ceja,  coordinator  of  the 
Community  Peace  Initiative  (CPI),  said, 
"This  is  great!  You  guys  did  a fan-tas-tic 
job!" 

That’s  how  we  organize!  We  are 
working  to  help  ourselves,  because  we  live 
here;  we  are  youth  making  our  barrio  bet- 
ter. We  did  this  so  people  can  see  that  we 
can  do  good  work,  that  not  all  of  us  are 
crazy  wild  thugs.  In  fact,  this  Summit  was 
put  together  by  gang  members,  youth  or- 
ganizers and  just  plain  youth.  Youth  from 
all  over  the  Mission  and  other  parts  of  the 
City  came  to  work  on  the  Summit  commit- 
tee. In  a group  united  for  peace,  we  dis- 
covered ourselves. 

I was  amazed  that  a summit  of  this  size 
could  be  organized,  only  by  youth,  in  such 
a short  period  of  time.  Everyone  picked 


a topic  and  developed  a workshop;  some 
people  contacted  entertainers,  while 
others  made  T-Shirts,  and  still  others 
dealt  with  the  logistics.  The  primary  focus 
was  to  educate  the  younger  generation. 
The  theme  was  "EMPOWER  OUR 
GENERATION!"  Which  is  what  we 
were  doing!  With  our  workshops  and 
entertainment,  we  made  an  event  happen, 
we  made  it  work.  We  did  it  ourselves,  we 
empowered  ourselves. 

The  show  started  out  with  a welcome 
from  Mary  Sandoval  and  me.  Then  the 
Aztec  Dancers,  who  practiced  for  weeks, 
gave  their  presentation.  Then  I gave  the 
keynote  speech  about  action  in  our  barrio. 
Then  we  broke  up  for  workshops  as  youth, 
adults  and  children  participated. 

One  workshop,  which  proved  very 
successful,  was  "Graffiti  Awareness." 
This  was  a big  hit,  with  a classroom  full  of 
youth  learning  from  Leroy  Bermudez 
about  the  consequences  of  tagging. 
Another  workshop  was  the  "No  On  187' 
update  to  learn  about  what’s  going  on  in 
and  around  the  187  decision.  There  were 
many  other  topics,  including  tracking, 
violence  awareness  and  AIDS/HIV 
awareness. 

One  of  the  best  events  was  a slide  show 
that  happened  early  in  the  program, 
which  many  people  missed  - because  they 
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were  late.  It  showed  Mission  District 
youth  in  the  barrio , trying  to  get  through 
the  violence  of  each  day. 

After  the  first  workshop  came  a rap 
group  named  SOC,  bringing  the  message 
of  Jesus  Christ  to  the  mic.  Then  a skit 
performance  by  YMAC  (Youth  Making 
A Change)  that  dealt  with  youth 
stereotypes.  After  them  were  Robert  Dil- 
lard and  Roberto  Ariel,  who  started  off 
their  recital  with:  "We’re  about  to  do  some 
tag-team  poetry  for  you."  Dillard  asked 
for  a moment  of  silence  for  his  friend, 
fallen  due  to  violence.  After  their  perfor- 
mance, there  was  another  break  for 
workshops. 

During  the  break,  people  were  getting 
restless,  so  some  rappers  and  dancers  got 
on  stage  (this  was  not  part  of  the  original 
agenda)  and  entertained  us.  After  that, 
the  crowd  was  pumped  as  the  Brown  Skin 
Artists  performed  their  rap  grove  and 
threw  out  tapes  and  posters.  Next  was  the 
187  performance  by  bilingual  youth  from 
Casa  De  Los  Jovenes,  whose  direc- 
tor/actor used  a bullhorn  to  get  people’s 
attention. 

One  committee  member,  Elena 


Royale,  said,  as  she  watched  the  perfor- 
mance, "There,  are  so  many  people  who 
say  that  youth  are  the  future;  but  there 
aren’t  enough  people  who  help  out!" 

After  the  great  performance  by  the 
African  Dancers,  awards  were  given  for  a 
contest  for  the  best  art  piece.  First  prize 
was  a trip  for  two  to  Disneyland,  won  by 
Juan  Garcia.  In  conclusion,  props 
(recognition)  were  given  to  the  organizing 
committee,  with  Claudia  Jimenez  as  lead 
organizer  (a  former  gang  member  who 
proved  all  the  statistics  wrong  by  her  ac- 
complishments). After  a screaming  (ex- 
cellent) free  barbecue,  there  was  a peace 
vigil  for  all  the  fallen  homies. 

I was  very  happy  with  the  security 
provided  by  the  CALLES  program  from 
RAP.  It  showed  an  old  approach  that 
works  to  prevent  violence  (that  is,  using 
community  workers  who  work  with  gang 
members  to  keep  the  peace). 

Positive  events  like  these  go  along  way 
to  counter  all  the  negative  images  the 
media  tends  to  portray.  With  this  summit , 
we  proved  the  Pete  Wilsons  of  the  world 
wrong  - WE  ARE  UNITED  HASTA  LA 
VICTORIA ! ! ! ! ! !! 


Summit  participants  marched  to  24th  and  Mission  where  a vigil  was  held  for  young 
people  killed  by  violence.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


IMMIGRATION 


Law  Office  of  Richard  S.  Kolomejec 

1663  Mission  Street,  Suite  602 

Specializing  in 

all  areas  of  Immigration  and  Nationality  Law: 

* Family  Visas  * Business  Visas  * Student  Visas  * Labor  Certification  * 
* Work  Authorization  * Political  Asylum  * Citizenship  * Etc.  * 

Reasonable  Rates.  Free  Consultation.  Call  621-0877. 


Travel  The  World 
Teaching  English! 


• You  Don't  Need  A Second  Language 

• Jobs  Available  In  Many  Countries 

• Lifetime  Placement  Assistance 


• No  Teaching  Experience  Required 

• 4 Week  Intensive  Classes  Monthly 

• Part  Time  Classes  Available 


cEs  ud.  Inmigrante  o refugiado? 

y 

cTiene  ud.  el  ViH  o SiDA? 

cTiene  preguntas  sobre  su  estado 

legal? 

Nuestro  proyecto  no  esta  afectado 
por  la  Proposicibn  187.  Nosotros 
no  damos  ningun  nombre  al  INS 
(MIGRA).  Nuestros  servicios  son 
confidenciales. 

LLAME: 

Al  Proyecto  para  los 
Inmigrantes  con  HIV 

iAsistencia  legal  gratuita! 
(415)  267-0795 
Lunes  a Jueves 
entre  la  1 :30  y las  4.00  p.m. 


Are  you  an  immigrant  or  refugee? 
and 

Do  you  have  HIV  or  AIDS? 

Do  you  have  questions  about  your 
legal  status? 

Our  project  is  not  affected  by 
Proposition  187.  We  are  not  re- 
quired nor  will  we  give  any  names 
to  the  INS.  Our  services  are  con- 
fidential. 

CALL: 

The  Immigrant  HIV 
Assistance  Project 

Free  legal  Assistance! 

(415)  267-0795 
Monday  to  Thursday 
between  1 :30  and  4:00  p.m. 


Attend  One  Of  Our  Free  Informational  Seminars 
April  11th  or  May  2nd  6:30  to  8:00  pm 

605  Market  St.,  Suite  800,  San  Francisco,  CA.  94105 
( Opp.  Montgomery  BART  @ 2nd  Street) 

New  World  (£&  800-644-5424 

hri  1 Call  for  more  information  and 

leacners  tH  to  reserve  a seminar  place. 

To  check  that  any  TEFL  school  in  California  is  licensed  as  required  by  the  State,  call  (916)  445-3428 
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mission  broadsider 

by  andy  solow 


CONTRACT  ON 
AMERICA - 

A MODEST  PROPOSAL 

TT he  Republicans  say  that  if  we  cut 
taxes  on  rich  people,  they  will  spend  more 
money  and  create  jobs  for  the  poor.  The 
Republicans  want  to  build  more  prisons 
and  protect  entitlement  programs  for 
agribusiness  and  the  military  industrial 
complex  while  they  move  to  deprive  mil- 
lions of  children  of  a decent  education 
and  put  the  poor  and  the  sick  out  in  the 
street. 

The  Democrats  say  that  if  we  just 
maintain  the  entitlement  programs  that 
we  have  and  maybe  add  a few  more,  every- 
thing will  be  fine. 

I say  that  there  is  a tremendous 
amount  of  waste  in  government  and  the 
nonprofit  sector  in  this  country  and  that 
until  we  cut  the  fat,  we  are  all  going  to  be 
in  a lot  of  trouble. 

San  Francisco  has  at  least  1 City 
employee  for  each  30  residents.  Our 
bloated  City  government  needs  to  cut  at 
least  5,000  employees,  or  else  San  Fran- 
cisco will  have  to  rely  on  unsavory  but 
substantial  revenue  sources  like  casino 
gambling  in  order  to  weather  the 
Republican  storm. 


lion  is:  Should  Carnaval  revelers  be  al- 
lowed to  consume  alcohol  continuously  as 
they  wander  about;  or  should  imbibing 
be  restricted  to  specific  geographic  loca- 
tions, or  "beer  gardens,"  as  proposed  by 
Newlin? 

I’m  inclined  to  agree  with  Newlin. 
Common  sense  tells  me,  the  more  control 
there  is  over  alcohol  consumption,  the 
more  peaceful  the  event.  This  is  true 
whether  we’re  talking  about  the  Syper 
Bowl,  the  World  Series  or  Carnaval. 

Newlin  asks  that  any  interested  parties 
contact  Officer  Jim  Ludlow  at  Mission 
Police  Station  (558-5456)  and  Mike  Tyr- 
rell at  the  Dept,  of  Alcoholic  Beverage 
Control  (557-3660)  to  express  their  con- 
cerns. 

OPEN  SPACES  ON 
SLOW  PACES 

In  September  1994,  1 interviewed 
Park  Planner  Deborah  Learner  regarding 
the  status  and  completion  dates  for  $4 
million  worth  of  ongoing  open  space 
projects  in  the  Mission.  Though  funding 
for  all  of  these  projects  has  been  available 
for  some  time,  not  one  of  them  has  actual- 
ly been  completed.  The  following  is  an 
update  on  their  current  status. 


BOOZE  BAN  EXTNEDED 

TThe  Mission  District  Liquor 
Moratorium,  which  prohibits  issuance  of 
any  new  off-sale  liquor  licenses  in  the 
Inner  Mission,  will  expire  at  the  end  of 
April  1995.  The  moratorium  was  enacted 
to  combat  the  over-concentration  of  liq- 
uor stores  in  the  Mission.  This  extremely 
effective  legislation  has  eliminated  the 
time-consuming  process  of  opposing  each 
new  off-sale  liquor  license  application  in- 
dividually. 

Thanks  to  considerable  prodding  by 
several  Mission  residents  and  business 
owners,  Supervisor  Susan  Leal  has  just 
introduced  interim  legislation  to  extend 
the  existing  moratorium,  originally 
authored  by  Supervisor  Shelley.  This 
legislation  is  now  being  drafted  by  the  City 
Attorney  and  should  make  its  way  through 
the  system  before  the  existing  moratorium 
expires.  According  to  Leal’s  administra- 
tive assistant,  Rosa  Lizarde,  Leal  is  also 
working  on  a permanent  moratorium. 

RESTRAIN  THE 


/According  to  Ethel  Newlin,  Chair 
of  the  Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force  Public 
Safety  Committee,  Mission  Economic 
and  Cultural  Association  (MECA)  is 
planning  to  apply  for  a permit  to  sell  al- 
coholic beverages  during  Carnaval  in  four 
separate  locations  along  Harrison  Street 
between  16th  and  23rd  streets.  The  ques- 


Dolores  Park  Soccer  Field.  This 
project  involves  minimal  grading,  installa- 
tion of  an  irrigation  system,  and  resod- 
ding. According  to  Phil  Arnold,  Assistant 
General  Manager  of  the  Recreation  & 
Parks  Department,  construction  will 
begin  in  April  1995  and  should  be  com- 
pleted by  July  1995,  depending  on  the 
weather. 

23rd  and  Treat  Street  Park.  Thanks  to 
Park  Planner  Marvin  Yee,  the  prelimi- 
nary design  was  quickly  completed  and 
approved  both  by  the  community  and  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Commission.  Un- 
fortunately, according  to  Arnold,  this 
project  is  currently  on  hold  because  an 
underground  fuel  tank  that  may  have 
leaked  was  just  discovered.  However,  it 
is  likely  that  the  previous  owner  will  have 
to  pay  the  entire  cost  of  removing  the  tank 
and  any  contaminated  soil. 

Mission  Rec  Center  Children’s 
Playground  According  to  Tim  Lilliquist, 
Assistant  to  the  General  Manager  of  Rec 
& Park,  the  first  phase  of  Rec  & Park’s 
two-phase  development  plan  is  well  under 
way.  By  July  1, 1995,  the  empty  lot  will  be 
paved  and  fenced;  a $100,000  artificial 
turf  mini  soccer  field  (donated  by  Ad- 
didas  Corp.  on  behalf  of  the  Mission 
Youth  Soccer  League)  will  be  installed 
and  a door  will  be  cut  into  the  Mission 
Rec  Center’s  south  wall,  providing  direct 
access  to  the  paved  open  space  and  the 
soccer  field.  The  use  and  configuration  of 
the  remaining  open  space  will  be  deter- 
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mined  by  public  input  at  community  meet- 
ings to  be  held  later  this  year  at  Mission 
Rec. 

Jose  Coronado  Playground  (JC)  In 
October  1994,  the  Rec  & Park  Commis- 
sion approved  the  community’s  renova- 
tion plan.  But,  as  of  March  20,  1995,  no 
additional  work  had  been  done,  even 
though  this  project  is  fully  funded.  It 
seems  that  Rec  & Park  planning  staff 
were  too  busy  to  prepare  the  contract 
necessary  to  fund  the  remaining  architec- 
tural work.  However,  at  press  time, 
project  architect  Patrick  Mora  and  Park 
Planner  Joanne  Wilson  both  said  that 
work  on  architectural  renderings  and 
construction  drawings  would  be  under 
way  by  April  1, 1995.  I hope  that’s  not  a 
joke.  There  is  currently  no  projected 
completion  date  for  this  project. 

Mission  Playground  Through  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Mission  Playground  Associa- 
tion, both  Open  Space  and  Community 
Development  Block  Grant  (CDBG) 
funds  have  been  allocated  to  pay  for  the 
renovation  of  the  children’s  playground. 
Unfortunately,  due  to  a prevailing  wage 
controversy  involving  the  SF  Conserva- 
tion Corps  (SFCC),  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  (DPW)  and  Rec  & Park, 
this  project  is  currently  on  hold.  How- 
ever, Arnold  said  that  Rec  & Park  is 
doing  everything  in  its  power  to  get  it 
moving  again. 

Alioto  Mini-Park.  In  October  1994, 
Park  Planner  Deborah  Learner  predicted 
that  Alioto  Mini-Park  would  definitely  be 
open  by  the  end  of  1994  and  probably 
much  sooner.  But,  as  of  March  22, 1995, 
it  was  still  closed. 

The  same  prevailing  wage  controversy 
plaguing  Mission  Playground  has  also  af- 
fected the  completion  of  Alioto  Mini- 
Park.  According  to  Jim  Lucey,  Assistant 
Superintendant  of  Parks  for  Structural 
Maintenance,  the  SFCC  and  San  Francis- 
co League  of  Urban  Gardeners  (SLUG) 
were  cited  during  the  summer  of  1994  by 
the  SF  Bureau  of  Building  Inspection 
(BBI)  for  trying  to  renovate  the  park 
without  obtaining  the  required  building 
permits.  Lucey  said  that  BBI  found  four 
violations  and  put  a stop  work  notice  on 
the  project.  Ultimately,  SFCC  and  SLUG 


had  to  get  Rec  & Park  to  send  their  skilled 
tradespeople  to  correct  all  of  the  errors 
that  the  poorly  supervised  SFCC  and 
SLUG  had  made. 

At  that  time,  somebody  asked  Deputy 
City  Attorney  Scott  Emblidge  to  review 
the  contract  between  the  Mayor’s  Office 
of  Community  Development,  SFCC  and 
SLUG.  Emblidge  found  that  the  contract 
violated  the  prevailing  wage  clause  in  the 
San  Francisco  Charter.  When  I spoke  to 
Emblidge,  he  confirmed  this  and  sent  me 
a copy  of  section  7.204  of  the  Charter, 
which  says:  "Every  contract  for  any  public 
work  or  improvement  to  be  performed  at 
the  expense  of  the  city  and  county  ...  must 
provide  (b)  that  any  person  performing 
labor  thereunder  shall  be  paid  not  less 
than  the  highest  general  prevailing  rate  of 
wages  in  private  employment  for  similar 
work."  According  to  Lucey,  SFCC 
workers  are  only  paid  $4.50  per  hour. 

According  to  Arnold,  a memorandum 
of  understanding  (MOU)  was  recently 
negotiated  among  Rec  & Park,  DPW  and 
SFCC  that  will  allow  for  the  rapid  comple- 
tion of  the  Alioto  Mini-Park  renovation. 

At  press  time,  Superintendant  Ron 
Deleon  told  me  that  the  sidewalk  repairs 
would  be  completed  and  the  garden  area 
of  the  park  would  be  open  by  the  end  of 
the  first  week  of  April,  depending  on  the 
weather.  However,  also  at  press  time, 
Lucey  indicated  that  SFCC  was  refusing 
to  take  instruction  from  his  staff  and  was 
violating  the  recently  signed  MOU.  He 
said,  "Skilled  tradespeople  could  have 
done  this  job  properly  for  half  the  money 
that  the  SFCC  and  SLUG  spent  doing  it 
wrong." 

Franklin  Field.  The  renovation  of  this 
soccer  field  will  include  removal  of  old 
declining  trees,  substantial  grading  to  en- 
large the  field,  relocation  of  the  existing 
bathroom,  installation  of  new  soil  and 
turf,  addition  of  handicapped  access  and 
some  new  fencing.  Field  lighting  is  not 
included.  At  press  time,  there  was  no 
projected  completion  date  for  the  major 
renovation;  but,  according  to  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  Parks  Sean  Sweeney, 

the  field  is  currently  undergoing  an  inter- 
im renovation  and  will  be  available  for  use 
this  summer. 


IREWARDf 


THE  ADOBE  BOOKSHOP 

$ $ 

IS  always  looking  to  purchase  books  in  all  fields 

from  one  copy  to  entire  libraries  and  will  gladly 
compensate  for  referals  to  libraries  or  estates 

WE  BUY  BOOKS 

Contact  Andrew  McKinley  4 
(415)  864-3936 

THE  ADOBE  BOOKSHOP 
3166  16th  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94103 


VISITORS  OF  DISTINCTION 
ESTATE  APPRAISALS 


t 
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EXPANDING  HORIZONS 

MISSION  ARTS  INSTITUTIONS  IN  A NEW  ARTISTIC  SYNCRETISM 


by  Bob  Parks 

F or  almost  a year,  Joseph  Selva  has 
studied  Capoeira,  a mix  of  dance  and  self 
defense  full  of  synchronous  movement, 
one-handed  cartwheels  and  tests  of 
flexibility " all  accompanied  by  live  drums. 
"He’s  one  of  the  best  in  the  class,"  say 
Alvin  and  Kathy  Selva.  "But  maybe  we 
just  think  that  because  we’re  his  parents." 
When  I ask  to  talk  with  Joseph,  they  tell 
me  to  fmd  him  with  his  classmates,  getting 
ready  for  a performance.  He  is  wearing 
all  white,  they  say. 

It’s  a typical  Saturday  at  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  for  Latino  Arts  (MCCLA). 
As  I search  the  studios  for  Joseph  Selva,  I 
fmd  a class  in  Studio  B learning  Samba 
Brasilena  from  Joseph’s  Capoeira 
teacher,  Carlos  Aceituno.  In  Studio  C,  a 
class  is  carefully  gluing  pinatas.  I know 
Studio  E because  Joseph’s  dad  Alvin 
takes  beginning  drum  lessons  there.  And 
Studio  D is  where  the  textile-printing 
teacher  is  helping  Kathy  Selva  design  a 
t-shirt  for  another  class  she  is  talking. 
Finally,  I find  a room  full  of  boys  and  girls 
gearing  up  for  their  Capoeira  perfor- 
mance, but  Joseph  is  indistinguishable  " 
they  are  all  wearing  white,  the  traditional 
garb  of  this  art  from  Brazil  with  influences 
that  stretch  back  to  Angola  and  the 
Congo. 

For  the  Selvas,  MCCLA  is  a family  rec 
center.  With  classes  priced  between  $7 
and  S10,  adults  have  access  to  a broad 
variety  of  topics  and  quality  instruction. 
And  as  Kathy  said,  "Practically  everything 
to  do  with  children  here  is  free:  textile 
printing,  photography,  guitar,  comic- 
book drawing  and  Capoeira."  With  a 
recent  change  in  its  structure,  MCCLA 
should  be  able  to  continue  to  provide  ac- 
cessible arts  and  cultural  activities,  with  a 
growing  list  of  gallery  events  and  classes 
and  live  performances  in  its  theater  space. 
In  March,  the  18-year-old  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center  celebrated  its  merger  with 
the  23-year-old  La  Raza  Graphics  Center, 
a business  housed  in  the  same  building. 
The  most  prominent  differences  brought 
about  by  the  merger  are  the  Center’s 
renewed  financial  and  creative  potency, 


and  the  new  addition  to  its  name,  for 
Latino  Arts. 

The  Center  has  to  be  financially  strong 
to  live  up  to  its  ideals.  "We  are  a cultural 
center,  with  roots  closely  tied  to  the  com- 
munity," says  Bob  Carnllo,  the  new  Ex- 
ecutive Director.  Events  at  the  gallery  are 
always  free  or  at  low  cost.  Classes  are 
accessible  and  value-conscious,  since 
most  of  them  are  held  on  a drop-in  basis. 
Young  people  between  ages  7 and  17  can 
choose  from  an  array  of  free  classes  as 
part  of  the  Multicultural  Art  School,  a 


curriculum  funded  by  arts  benefactors 
and  foundations. 

The  Center  is  an  especially  good  en- 
vironment for  young  people  to  grow,  ac- 
cording to  Michael  Roman,  who  teaches 
textile  printing  to  neighborhood  children, 
teenagers  and  adults.  He  notes  that  his 
studio  is  open  to  students  late,  sometimes 
till  midnight.  Students  may  work  on  in- 
digenous pattern  fabric  design  or  on  t- 
shirts;  and  when  a student  wears  one  of 


the  creations  from  Studio  D to  school  the 
next  day,  his  or  her  classmates  always  ask, 
"Where  can  I buy  a shirt  like  that?" 

"It  teaches  young  people  the  reward  of 
working  on  a long-term  project,"  Roman 
says.  "Kids  aren’t  viewed  as  kids  here.  As 
soon  as  you  learn  the  technique,  you’re 
treated  as  an  equal." 

As  for  the  recent  appendage  of  "for 
Latino  Arts"  on  Mission  Cultural  Center’s 
name,  some  people  opposed  the  change 
because  it  sounded  too  exclusive,  says  Gil- 
berto  Osorio,  a member  of  the  Board  of 


Directors.  "But  when  we  say  ’Latino 
Arts,’  we’re  going  to  emphasize  Latino 
Arts,  but  not  exclude  anyone  else."  He 
cites  two  non-Latino  artists  chosen  by  the 
Center  to  be  in  "Encuentros,"  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  coming  together  of  the  two 
organizations  held  last  month.  One  of 
them  was  a painter  of  the  Women’s  Build- 
ing Mural  on  18th  Street  who  brought  an 
installation  to  the  show  depicting  some  of 
her  mural  work.  "We  wanted  to  recognize 


her  effort  and  contribution  to  the  com- 
munity," Osorio  said. 

He  said  the  Center  chose  to  em- 
phasize Latino  Arts  because  it  wants  to 
make  a distinct  contribution  to  a diverse 
society.  "Once  you  start  going  to  [major] 
museums,  you  start  to  get  bored  quickly, 
many  [San  Francisco]  museums  say 
’When  you  walk  in  here,  you’re  not  going 
to  see  anything  from  the  Bay  Area.’  I think 
in  every  locality  there  should  be  a place  to 
show  the  particular  richness  of  that  com- 
munity." In  other  words,  multi-cul- 
turalism  isn’t  culture  in  a blender,  but  a 
banquet  table  of  distinct  dishes. 

"People  say  the  Mission  is  all 
Mexicans,"  explains  Bob  Carrillo.  "But 
there  are  Nicaraguans,  Costa  Ricans,  Sal- 
vadorians, Mexicans,  South  Americans 
[among  others]  living  here,  along  with 
Asians,  Blacks  and  Whites.  The  unique- 
ness of  it  is  that  we’re  all  crammed  into 
this  one-and-a-half-square-mile  space. 
There  isn’t  the  same  opportunity  for  bar- 
rios with  as  many  subcultures  in  other 
cities. 

"An  artistic  syncretism  occurs  here  be- 
tween subcultures,  with  styles  and  tradi- 
tions mingling  and  overlapping.  These 
artists  are  creating  new  expressions  of 
’Latino  art.’" 

While  the  art  curation  and  curriculum 
may  emphasize  Latin-American  culture, 
just  walking  around  the  Center,  one  can 
see  that  the  students  and  visitors  there  me 
just  as  varied,  in  ethnicity  and  age  as 
anywhere  in  the  Mission.  As  I watched 
Joseph  Selva’s  class  going  through  the 
paces  of  Capoeira,  I noticed  children 
from  many  backgrounds.  They  practiced 
on  floors  that  were  varnished  and  scraped 
two  decades  ago,  when  400  neighbors  got 
together  to  turn  this  building  from  a 
defunct  furniture  store  into  a multi-dis- 
ciplinary community  arts  center.  After 
Joseph’s  teacher  announced  the  roster  for 
the  class,  I found  that  Joseph " along  with 
a few  other  girls  and  boys  " actually  was 
one  of  the  class’s  star  pupils. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  lo- 
cated at  2868  Mission  St.  Call  821-1155 
for  class  and  event  schedules. 


Drumming  in  the  new  era  at  the  "Encuentros"  Celebration.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


FEUOADA 


MUQUECA 
DE  PEIXE 

(Red  Snapper) 


BEER 

&WINE 

delivery' 

l 821-4600 , 


ENCHILADAS 


BURRITOS 


FAJITAS 


Credit  Cards: 

VISA,  Master  Charge, | 
American  Express 


3392  -24th  St.  (at  Valencia)  San  Francisco 
HOURS:  11am -11pm  Sun-Thur  / 11am  - 12  MIDNITE  Fri-Sat 


You’ve  never  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to: 

PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 

546  VALENCIA  ST.  255-8201 


Postal  Services  & Business  Resource  Center 


El 


mvAiiiem  e 


• Uix  Postal  Office  Contrad  Staton  • FAX  send/ recer* 


Fedot 


• UPS  • Authorized  Shipping  Outlet 

• Notary  Services 

• Private  Postal  Bor  Rentals 

• Photocopies 

• Pager  Sales 


• Paddng  & Shaping  • Authorized 

• MtriPasses  • Stuppmg 

• Moving  Botes  • CXitW 

• Office  Sippfes 

• Money  Wired  to  al  Latin  American  Obes 


Open:  M-F  9-6/Sat  9-2 

3288  - 21  ST  STREET 

(BETWEEN  VALENCIA  & MISSION  ) 


475  •648-4620 
Fax:  415  • 6484932 


NOTICE 

DR . R . L . RUBEL 

OPTOMETRIST 
has  closed  his  office 
at  3224  22nd  Street 
and  joined  the  office 

of  DR.  BRUCE  STAMPER 

2508  Mission  St. 
phone:  647-4581 


NOTICE 
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Womens  Clinic 

Providing  low  coot,  confidential, 
and  personalized  care 


•Free  pregnancy  testing 
and  exam: 
immediate  results 

•Family-centered 
obstetrical  care 

•Birth  control  and 
pregnancy 
termination 

• Complete  gynecology 
services 


Michael  B.  Abramson,  M.D.  Chris  S.  Manitsas,  M.D. 
William  M.  Waters,  M.D.  Ann  Starego,  C.N.M. 

Drop-in  service  Medi-Cal  welcome  Se  habla  Espanol 
* Sell -j  ay.  Insurance,  Visa  and  MasterCard  accepted 


1650  Valencia  Street 

(between  Army  & Mission) 


285-7788 


Affiliated  with  St.  Luke's  Hospital 


Emergency  Care 
With  Less  Waiting 


When  an  emergency  health  problem  strikes,  come 
to  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  You’ll  get  emergency  care  with 
less  waiting. 

Within  1 0 minutes  after  you  arrive,  an  emergency 
nurse  will  check  your  symptoms.  For  urgent  health 
problems  - like  a sprained  ankle,  an  earache  or  the  flu 
- you’ll  be  examined  by  a doctor  and  on  your  way, 
typically,  within  an  hour. 

Each  year,  St.  Luke’s  provides  more  emergency 
care  than  almost  any  other  San  Francisco  hospital. 
That’s  why  we  have  a specially  trained  doctor 
available  24-hours  a day  just 
for  children. 

We’re  specialists  at  Emer- 
gency Care.  We  hope  you’ll 
never  need  an  emergency 
room.  But  if  you  do,  why  not 
go  to  the  best? 


^ L,  STtukeS 

^ ^ HOSPITAL 

Emergency  Department 
Army  & Valencia 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


AM 

COMING  DOWN 


After  months  of  controversy  and  heated  debate,  the  former  John  O’Connell  Tech- 
nical High  School  at  21st  and  Harrison  is  being  demolished.  A new  building  will  be 
erected  on  the  site  to  house  Moscone  Elementary  School  and  Las  Americas  Children’s 
Center,  both  of  which  are  now  located  a block  away.  Demolition  work  is  expected  to  be 
completed  by  early  May  1995  and  construction  of  the  new  school  complex  completed  in 
January  1997,  according  to  SF  School  District  Project  Manager  Jose  Chapa.  The  20th 
and  Harrison  property  vacated  by  Moscone\Las  Americas  will  be  occupied  by  a new 
"state-of-the-art"  John  O’Connell  Vocational  High  School. 


ONE  NEAT  CITY  WEEK 

Coinciding  with  the  25th  Anniversary  of  Earth  Day,  the  San  Francisco  Clean  City 
Coalition  is  sponsoring  the  4th  Annual  One  Neat  City  Week,  April  22-29.  The  Coalition 
is  looking  for  volunteers  to  join  broom  brigades  and  clean-up  crews  throughout  the  City 
in  grime-busting  and  beautification  projects.  Past  efforts  of  the  Coalition  have  enlisted 
the  efforts  of  over  10,000  adults  and  4,500  students,  who  have  removed  an  estimated 
11,000  bags  of  litter  from  City  streets  and  schoolyards.  Volunteers  who  want  to  join 
existing  broom  brigades  should  contact  the  Coalition  a week  before  the  event,  or  those 
who  want  to  organize  their  own  crews  should  phone  the  Coalition  by  April  8.  The  number 
to  call  is  553-2913. 


A NEW  WEEKLY  NEWSPAPER 

The  City  Voice,  a new  100,000-circulation  weekly  newspaper  for  San  Francisco,  is  due 
to  hit  the  streets  in  early  April  at  1,600  locations.  The  City  Voice,  the  project  of  two 
neighborhood  newspaper  publishers,  Paul  Kozakiewicz  of  the  Richmond  Review  and 
Chris  Rivers  of  the  Sunset  Beacon,  will  focus  on  quality-of-life,  local  issues  and  will  cover 
City  Hall  and  neighborhood  news.  According  to  the  publishers,  "The  paper  aims  to  be 
a tough,  fair  source  of  unbiased  news  and  information  as  well  as  providing  an  open  forum 
for  civic,  business  and  community  leaders  to  express  their  views  on  the  problems  and 
possible  solutions  that  face  the  city."  The  new  weekly  may  provide  some  badly  needed 
competition  for  the  ideologically  straitjacketed  Bay  Guardian  and  the  recycled-news 
incarnation  of  the  SF  Weekly,  but  most  likely  The  City  Voice  will  vie  strongly  with  the  SF 
Independent  for  the  mainstream  position  of  hometown  newspaper.  For  more  informa- 
tion, call  Paul  Kozakiewicz  at  221-4228. 


1-800-WHAT-EVA 

Beginning  April  1,  the  Street  Survival  Project  will  be  offering  a unique  referral 
service  for  young  women  in  need  of  food,  shelter,  medical  and  a wide  variety  of  other 
services.  What  makes  this  referral  line  different  from  others  is  that  the  agencies  to  which 
callers  are  referred  have  all  been  evaluated  by  the  Street  Survival  Project’s  staff  of  young 
women  who  themselves  are  only  a few  months  or  weeks  off  the  street,  "who  know  the 
difficulties  of  young  people  with  purple  hair  and  20  piercings  in  their  face."  The 
information  line  will  tell  you:  the  location  of  services,  best  time  to  go  and  if  you  need  an 
appointment,  il  you  need  money  or  insurance,  what  it  feels  like  to  go  there  and 
information  about  the  service  providers.  The  free,  24-hour,  7-days-a-week  phone  num- 
ber is  1-800-WHAT-EVA-  The  Street  Survival  Project  would  also  Idee  young  men  between 
the  ages  of  13  and  24  to  check  out  services  and  young  women  to  help  update  the 
What-Eva  line.  Call  267-6900  to  volunteer. 

CIVIL  GRAND  JURORS  NEEDED 

The  SF  Superior  Court  is  seeking  volunteers  to  serve  on  the  1995-96  Civil  Grand  Jury. 
The  Grand  Jury  investigates  and  issues  a final  report  on  the  operations  of  agencies  and 


Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 
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offices  of  City  government.  Members  would  serve  on  the  19-member  jury  for  one  year 
during  which  they  would  be  required  to  commit  an  estimated  500  hours  of  their  time. 
Each  jury  decides  the  focus  and  scope  of  its  activities  and  is  divided  into  committees 
assigned  to  review  specific  areas  of  City  and  County  government. 

Prospective  jurors  must  be  U.S.  citizens  at  least  18  years  of  age,  residents  of  San 
Francisco  County  for  one  year,  and  have  a working  knowledge  of  the  English  language. 
Prospective  juror  forms  must  be  obtained  in  person  at  the  Jury  Office  at  633  Folsom, 
Room  100,  Monday  through  Friday,  8 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  The  completed  applications  must 
be  received  no  later  than  5 p.m.,  April  28, 1995. 


WATSONVILLE  S.O.S 

If  the  Mission  District  had  a sister  city  it  would  probably  be  Watsonville,  a feisty  and 
colorful  community  in  Santa  Cruz  County,  too  often  the  recipient  of  undeserved  ills. 
Playwright  Cherrie  Moraga,  who  has  been  commissioned  by  BRAVA  Theatre  to  write 
a play  about  Watsonville,  points  out,  "In  the  last  ten  years  Watson  has  witnessed  virtually 
every  phenomenon  (natural  and  supernatural)  that  could  possibly  impact  a community." 
This  includes  an  18-month  cannery  strike;  the  appearance  of  an  image  of  Virgen  de 
Guadalupe  on  an  old  oak  tree;  a 7.1  earthquake  and,  most  recently,  some  big-time 
flooding.  Through  all  of  this,  the  Clinica  para  la  Salud  de  la  Gente  (The  Clinic  for  the 
Health  of  the  People)  has  provided  medical  care  and  support  for  penniless  cannery 
workers  and  homeless  earthquake  victims  and  now  operates  a mobile  unit  for  flood 
casualties.  Not  surprisingly,  the  clinic  is  in  desperate  need  of  funds.  To  help  La  Clinica 
survive,  Moraga,  The  Drama  Divas  and  Las  Indigenas  (members  of  Moraga’s  writing 
group)  will  present  a benefit  evening  of  poetry,  story  telling  and  theater  on  Monday, 
April  3,  at  the  BRAVA  Studio  Theater,  2180  Bryant  Street,  at  7 p.m.  The  requested 
donation  is  S10.  For  more  information  call  641-7657. 


MINI  SOCCER  LEAGUE  KICKS  OFF 


Sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  & Parks  Department  and  Casa  de  los 
Jovenes,  the  Third  Annual  Mini-Soccer  League  started  March  15,  1995,  and  runs 
through  May  12.  League  play  takes  place  at  Mission  Recreation  Center,  2450  Harrison 
Street.  So  far,  170  youth,  ages  6 to  17,  have  registered  to  play  this  season.  Cost  for  players 
eight  years  and  under  is  $35;  for  all  others,  $50.  Fees  are  waived  on  verbal  request. 

According  to  Manuel  Fernandez  of  the  Rec  Center,  "Soccer  is  one  of  the  most 
popular  sports  in  the  Mission  District  today.  The  Mini-Soccer  League  was  created 
specifically  to  provide  Mission  youth  with  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  a positive, 
healthy  activity  that  would  keep  them  off  the  streets  and  out  of  trouble."For  more 
information,  contact  Fernandez  at  695-5014. 


Health  & Peace  through  Yoga! 

Develop  strength,  flexibility  and  peace  of  mind  at 
Iyengar  Hatha  Yoga  classes  taught  by  Maiy  Iannotti. 
Beginning  level  classes  for  all  ages  are  on-going,  join  at 
any  time.  Mary  is  a graduate  of  the  teacher  training 
program  at  the  Iyengar  Yoga  Institute  of  San  Francisco. 

Tuesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  3435  Army  Street  at  Valencia 
Wednesdays,  6 - 7:30  pm,  IYISF,  Taraval  at  27th  Ave. 

Call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 


SUPHtCUTS' 


Men , Women  & Children 
Open  7 days  a week 


Use  our  CALL  AHEAD  Program , avoid  any  waitl 


2860  Mission  St. 
S.F.,  CA  94110 
821-2728 
Mon-Sat  9-8  pm 
Sun  10-6 


4527  Mission  St. 
S.F.,  CA  94112 
333-6300 
Mon-Fri  9-8  pm 
Sat  9-7  pm 
Sun  10-4  pm 


Buy  the  Slice  Buy  the  Whole  pizza 

<r>2 

i C”  (TO  I r/~t  1 O’1  e?-i  o 


Slice  w/Pep  sm 
or  Olive  Soda 


Tax  Incl 


Med  16”  $9  Lrg  18  $12 
w/ 1 Topping  w/ 1 Topping 


Monday  - Thursday  till  10:00PM 
Friday  till  12:00PM 
Saturday  till  10:00PM 
Sunday  till  8:00PM 


Our  first  location  at: 

2109  Shattuck  Ave,  Berkeley 
near  Downtown  Berkeley  BART 
Call  510-841-4035,  till  9:00PM 


Our  20th  Anniversary 
Quality  and  Value  Since  1975 


CALL 


255-1303 


’Present  this  Ad  to  receive  special  price. 


Chiropractic  care  is  preventative  maintenance. 

Its  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  it’s  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90  s 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 
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FRIDRY.  RPRIL  7 
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Maya  is  a frustrated  painter,  making  her  living  in  New  York  as  a 
nude  model  and  looking  for  escape  from  her  routine.  When  she 
meets  Joe.  a drifter  with  a history  of  petty  crime,  there's  an 
immediate  attraction  between  the  two,  and  Joe  follows  Maya 
home.  What  begins  as  a random  pick-up  quickly  turns  into 
something  more;  Maya  and  Joe  fall  in  love  and  Maya  tentatively 
begins  to  paint  again.  But  this  relative  serenity  becomes  quickly 
strained  as  Joe  opens  up  to  Maya,  revealing  the  full  extent  of  his 
abusive  past.  Eventually,  Joe's  repressed  masochism  turns 
increasingly  violent,  pushing  the  film  towards  a devastating 
climax,  forcing  Maya  to  confront  whether  she  can  save  Joe  from 
himself.  Starring  Karen  Sillas.  David  llku,  Molly  Price.  Written 
and  directed  by  Deirdre  Fishel.  Color.  35mm.  85  mins.  1994.  USA. 
Bay  Area  Theatrical  Premiere.  Nightly  at  6:00,  8:00,  10:00; 
Sat,  Sun  and  Wed  matinees  at  2:00  and  4:00 


FRIDAY . APRIL  lQ-THURSDRY,  RPR1L  20 


Paul  Bowles: 

The  Complete  Outsider 


In  addition  to  "The  Sheltering  Sky."  Paul  Bowles  has  written  19 
books  and  is  considered  one  of  the  great  writers  of  our  century. 
Musicians  recognize  him  as  a gifted  composer.  Bowles,  now  80 
years  old.  opens  up  in  this  lively,  intimate  portrait  of  a charming 
and  paradoxical  artist.  The  film  also  includes  interviews  with 
Allen  Ginsberg  and  Ned  Rorem.  Bowles  speaks  about  his  writing 
and  music,  his  marriage  to  Jane  Bowles,  his  ties  to  Moroccan 
culture,  his  use  of  drugs,  and  his  writer  and  musician  friends, 
including  W H.  Auden,  Tennessee  Williams.  Aaron  Copland. 
William  Burroughs.  Gertrude  Stein  and  Leonard  Bernstein. 
Produced  and  directed  by  Catherine  Warnow  and  Regina 
Weinreich.  Color.  16mm.  60  mins.  1993.  Shown  with  short 
Death  In  Venice,  CA.  West  Coast  Theatrical  Premiere! 
Complete  shows  nightly  at  6:00,  8:00,  10:00;  Sat,  Sun,  Wed 
mats  at  2:00,  4:00 


SATURDAY  & SURDRY,  RPRIL  22  & 23 


Hong  Kong  Action  with  Jet  Li! 


Bodyguard  From  Beijing 

Jet  Li  plays  the  best  bodyguard  in  mainland  China,  assigned  to  the 
beautiful  Christy  Cheung,  a prosecution  witness  in  need  of  serious 
protection  from  those  who  will  stop  at  nothing  to  keep  her  from 
testifying.  Tons  of  stylized  gunplay  and  exciting  martial  arts 
action!  Directed  by  Yuen  Kwai.  Color.  35mm.  95  mins.  1994. 

Hong  Kong.  Premiere!  Sat.  & Sun.  at  4:15,  8:00 

Last  Hero  In  China 

Jet  Li  as  the  serious  and  awesome  martial  arts  master  Wong  Fei 
Hong,  the  folk  hero  of  the  Once  Upon  A Time  In  China  series.  His 
prowess  is  needed  to  rescue  girls  who  are  being  kidnapped  to  be  sold 
as  slaves.  With  Chang  Min.  Directed  by  Wong  Jing.  Color.  35mm. 

105  mins.  1993.  Hong  Kong.  Premiere!  Sat.  & Sun.  2:15, 6:00,  9:45 


FRIDAY.  APRIL  R8-THUR5DRV.  R1RV  A 


Hong  Kong  superstars  Joey  Wong  and  Maggie  Cheung  star  in  this 
gorgeous  and  riveting  adaptation  of  the  well-known  Chinese 
fantasy.  Longing  to  experience  life  as  humans.  Wong  and  Cheung 
play  beautiful  and  seductive  snakes  who  have  been  training 
dilligently  for  hundreds  of  years  to  attain  human  forms.  They  face 
difficulty  when  they  come  into  contact  with  a self-righteous  monk 
who  morally  forbids  this  transformation!  Ranging  from  light- 
hearted comedy  to  full-scale  melodramatic  tragedy,  Green  Snake 
calls  into  question  many  divergent  pairings  of  love— whether  it's 
human/nonhuman,  spiritual/carnal  or  between  sisters.  A richly 
provocative,  exciting  film  experience.  Also  starring  Zhao  Wen- 
Zhou.  Directed  by  Tsui  Hark.  Color.  35mm.  100  mins.  1994.  Hong 
Kong.  Premiere!.  Nightly  at  7:00  and  9:15;  Sat,  Sun,  Wed 
mats  at  2:00  and  4:30. 


FRIDAY,  RlflY  5-THURSDRY.  IRRY  11 


Black  ls...Black  Ain’t 


The  most  powerful  and  controversial  work  yet  by  the  late  Emmy 
and  Peabody  Award-winning  filmmaker  Marlon  Riggs  who  died 
of  AIDS  in  April  1994.  The  groundbreaking  documentary  boldly 
and  publicly  challenges  sexism,  homophobia,  patriarchy,  cultural 
nationalism  and  other  practices  that  flatten,  reduce,  and  contain 
the  lives  and  experiences  of  African  Americans.  Winner  of  the 
Filmmakers'  Trophy  at  the  1995  Sundance  Film  Festival.  Black 
Is.. .Black  Ain't  jumps  right  into  the  middle  of  explosive  African 
American  conflicts  over  identity.  Featuring  leading  performances 
by  artists  and  public  intellectuals  including,  bell  hooks.  Cornel 
West.  Angela  Davis  and  Bill  T.  Jones.  Produced  and  directed  by 
Marlon  Riggs.  Color.  16mm.  87  mins.  1995.  U.S.  Theatrical 
Premiere!  Nightly  at  6:00,  8:00,  10:00;  Sal.  Sun.  Wed  mat  at 
4:00.  Special  Added  Attractions!  Two  of  Marlon's  best  films. 
Color  Adjustment  (1991;  88  mins.)  and  Tongues  Untied 
(1989;  55  mins.)  will  be  presented  together  on  Saturday. 
Sunday  and  Wednesday  at  1:00  p.m.  only.  Separate  admis- 
sion required. 


FRIDRY,  IRRY  12-THURSDRY.  IRRY  18 


Cruising 


Upon  its  release  in  early  1980,  this  Film  was  debated  in  the  press  and 
protested  by  gay  activist  groups,  and.  as  a result,  ignored  by  the  public. 
A New  York  cop  goes  undercover  to  catch  a serial  killer  operating  in 
the  hardcore  gay  S&M  netherworld.  His  entry  into  that  world  is  so 
complete  that  he  must  now  question  how  much  control  he  has  over 
his  own  life.  With  The  French  Connection  and  The  Exorcist  recently 
behind  him,  director  William  Fnedkin  was  poised  for  another 
sensational,  controversial  hit.  But  it  opened  and  closed  quickly,  hastily 
written  off  by  its  beleaguered  producers  and  swept  under  the  rug 
Fifteen  years  later,  the  film  seems  ready  for  another  look.  The  Roxie 
presents  a Brand  New  35mm  pnnt  of  this  powerful  and  graphic 
thriller.  Starring  Al  Pacino,  Paul  Sorvino,  Karen  Allen.  Richard  Cox. 
Directed  by  William  Fnedkin.  Color.  35mm.  106  mins.  1980.  USA. 
Nightly  at  7:00, 9:30  with  Sat,  Sun,  Wed  mats  at  2:00, 4:30. 
William  Fnedkin  wiU  appear  at  the  Roxie  on  Friday  evening. 


friorv.  niRv  lR-monDfiv.  rihy  si 


Krzysztof  Kieslowski’s  Ten  Part  Epic! 

The  Dekalog 


The  acclaimed  director  of  Blue,  White  and  Red  made  this 
revolutionary  ten-part  series  for  Polish  television  in  1988.  Loosely 
based  on  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  films  scrutinize  the 
occupants  of  a Warsaw  apartment  building;  day-to-day  people 
caught  up  in  the  simultaneously  simple  and  complex  mysteries  of 
life:  a young  father  obsessed  by  his  computer;  a woman  manried 
to  a dying  man  and  pregnant  by  another;  a daughter  confronted 
and  tortured  by  her  incestuous  yearnings;  a pair  of  brothers 
baffled  by  their  inheritance  of  a precious  stamp  collection. 
Kieslowski  utilized  many  of  Poland's  best  actors  for  this 
ambitious  undertaking.  Each  of  the  ten  segments  is  designed  to 
stand  alone,  enabling  viewers  to  see  many  or  a few. 


FRIDAY  D SRTURDRY.  IRRY  19  fc  ZD 


Decalogue  iThou  shalt  not  have  no  other  God  but  me 

Henryk  Baranowski,  Wojciech  Klata,  Maja  Komorowska.  53  mins. 

Decalogue  2 Thou  shatt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  in  vain 

With  Krystyna  Janda,  Aleksander  Bardini.  57  mins.  Fri  at  7:00  & 
9:30;  Sat  at  2:00,  4:30,  7:00  & 9:30 


SURDRY  E R10RDRY.  RlflY  21-22 


Decalogue  3 Honor  the  Sabbath  day 

With  Maria  Pakulnis,  Daniel  Olbrychski.  56  mins. 

Decalogue  4 Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother 

With  Adrianna  Biedrzynska.  Janusz  Gajos.  55  mins.  Sun  at  2:00. 

4:30,  7:00  & 9:30;  Mon  at  7:00  & 9:30 


TUESDRY-THURSDRY.  RlflY  23-25 


Decalogue  5 Thoushalt  not  kill 

With  Miroslaw  Baka,  Kryzsztof  Clobisz.  57  mins. 

Decalogue  6 Thou  Shalt  not  commit  adultery 
With  Grazyna  Szapolowska.  Olaf  Lubaszenko.  58  mins.  Tue  & 

Thur  at  7:00  & 9:30:  Wed  al  2:00.  4:30.  7:00  & 9:30 


FRIDRY  i SRTURDRY.  DIRY  R6  D l\ 


Decalogue  7 Thou  shalt  not  steal 

With  Ana  Polony.  Maja  Barelkowska.  55  mins. 

Decalogue  8 Thou  shaft  not  bear  false  witness 

With  Maria  Koscialkowska.  Teresa  Marczewska.  5S  mins.  Fri  at 

7:00  & 9:30;  Sat  at  2:00,  4:30.  7:00  & 9:30 


SURDRY  C mORDRV.  RlflY  RO  C 29 


Decalogue  9 Thou  shaft  not  covet  thy  neighbor’s  wife 

With  Ewa  Blaszczyk,  Piotr  Machalica.  58  mins. 

Decalogue  1 0 Thou  shaft  not  covet  thy  neighbor’s  goods 

With  Jerzy  Stuhr,  Zbigniew  Zamachowski.  57  mins  Sun  at  2:00. 

4:30,  7:00  & 9:30;  Mon  at  7:00  & 9:30 


TUESDAY  & UJEDRESDR Y . RlflY  30  & 31 


Marilyn  Monroe: 
Life  After  Death 


A revealing  portrait  of  the  greatest  star/sex  symbol  of  our  time, 
this  fascinating  new  documentary  mingles  frank  discussions  with 
people  who  knew  Marilyn  with  fabulous  stills— some  never  seen 
before— by  photographer  Milton  H.  Greene.  The  film  focuses  on 
her  gradual  rise  to  stardom  and  her  subsequent  immortality;  in 
the  thrity  three  years  since  her  death.  Marilyn's  persona  has  lived 
on  with  no  sign  of  stopping.  Narrated  by  Rosco  Lee  Brown. 
Directed  by  Gordon  Freeman.  Produced  by  Anthony  Greene. 
Color  & B&W.  3/4"  Video.  75  mins.  1994.  USA.  U.S.  Theatrical 
Premiere.  Tue  at  6:00,  8:00,  10:00.  Wed  at  2:00,  4:00,  6:00, 
8:00,  10:00. 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  AREA  fs/IE f\/10RI/\L  WEEKEND 


CATCH  THE  SPIRIT  & JOIN  IN  THE  FUN  OF  THE  MISSION'S  CARNAVAL  CRAND  PARADE 
FEEL  JOY  IN  THE  PRESENT  BY  BECOMING  A STAR  IN  THIS  16TH  ANNUAL  DANCE  OF  LIFE 


MEMORIAL.  WEEKEND  SUNDAY  MAY  28, 1995  II  AM 


FOGO  NA  ROPA  EFSffl 


Legacies  of  Afro-Brazilian  culture, 
influence  of  African,  Latin  dance  and 
drum  circles.  Fogolystic  Dance  styles 
and  music  from  Bahia  and  Beyond! 
Costumes  by  Mario  Chacon,  C'SF  ’94 
King.  RehrCaribee  Dance  Center 
hotline  510/464-5999 


Ginga  Brazil 


Tribute  to  Jefe  Guimaraes,  inspirational 
Brazilian  dancer  who  recently  died 
from  AIDS.  In  the  early  Spirit  of 
Camaval,  Recife  style-a  dynamic 
display  of  Frevo,  float  depicting 
Olinda.  Unidas  do  Santa  Cruz  joins  in. 
Soundtruck,  bateria.  CD  510/428-0698 


]rPa s^fpffleace 


[.gEetofto&Mrtl 

Giant  Blind  da  vision  at  the  gateway. 

Best  new  group  in  094  gets  better 
bateria,  dance  Bloco  Afro  Share  the 
passion  of  Camaval  through  peace. 
Rehr:  Eureka  Valley  Rec  415/566-4661 


SAMBA  DO  CORACAO 


a*  MARY  l 
* DOLLAR 


I [(NANDO 
*•  SANJINtS 


Imagine 


Be  part  of  this  magical  mystery,  the 
Beatles,  and  their  message  of  PEACE. 
"Pop  Colors"  decorate  sections: 
children,  Bainas,  Commisao  de 
Frenche,  and  Pastoras.  A Singing  Float 
with  special  guest,  too.  Party  4/8@50 


Brady  St  415/826-2588 

BIRDS  OF  PARADISE  H 

lornaval 

■ _ AltX  SAPORfTTl  I L 
1 * IVON  PANDOLfl  | f 

50SS1QQ_ 

As  the  sun  shines  over  Brazilian  lands, 
the  music  starts,  the  dance  begins,  and 
the  result  is  a contagious  sensation  of 
energy  and  emotion— catch  the  light  and 
heat  of  Camaval.  Red  and  gold 
dancers=Passion.  415/863-3651. 


Capturing  the  Pitu.  Look  for  giant 
forms  in  red.  white  and  black.  Dance  to 
the  Brazilian  big-band  beat  of  horns, 
guitars,  and  percussion.  Come  all  ye 
Neo-pagans.  E.BayKip  510/235-0957 

rsrrsw. 


O^fe-tarnorp  fiosis 

The  Day  the  Butterflies  and  Ogum 
Came  to  Camaval:  Tribute  to  Adela 
Chu  &Marcus  Gordon,  parents  of  C'SF. 
Celebrate  metamorphosis.  Longfellow 
Elem.  and  Lady  of  Perpetual  Help. 
Non-competing  Float,  bateria. 
Chalo,Jo  4 15/66 1-4798. 


Aquerela 

Through  the  Golden  cate 

■ — - MARIA 

to  Sugarloaf 

Acknowledging  the  link  to  the 
Motherland,  the  GG  Bridge  leads  the 
way  to  Sugarloaf,  Brasil.  Free-spirited 
sections  dance  to  a Soundtruck,  clad  in 
Red,  Yellow  and  Green.  Rhrs:  AqualicP 
(Berk)  Maria  510/548-1310  


Mas  Salsa... 

mi 


Salsa  crosses  all  borders,  come  one. 
come  all  share  in  the  Rainbow 
celebration  of  the  multicult, 
composition  of  the  universe,  of 
salsa.. .95  dedicated  to  the  rich  tapestry 
of  cultures  and  world  musicians.  Taped 
music.  E.  Bay  Cindy  U.  510/562-6713 


Cope  Verdeon  West 


I~~~  Domlnga  Faync 


Unity  and  love  amongst  all  cultures.  3 \ celebration  of  traditional 
Dancing  sections,  inc.  flags  of  the  mythological  and  folkloric  influences 
world,  the  Queen,  positive  vibes  to  the  0f  Panama.  Dance,  music  (Murga)  and 
homeland  --  islas  many  miles  away  ofT  culture.  Watch  for  the  Queen  and  her 
the  coast  of  Africa.  Bay  A. DP  510/261-  young  court.  Live  music,  flags.  Amalia 
3610,  Napa  Rosie  707/963-6224  408/246-3365.  Leo  408/847-8185 


Pleasure  Players 


_A  Visit  to 

SAnn  Marie  Miller  [TrinbagoTI 


ist  for  FUN!  Joining  the  simpler  side 
f Camaval  festivities,  pride  of  the 
outhbay  Pleasure  Players  add  a 
aribbean  Touch.  DJ  music  by  Festival 
ound  Int'l,  kids  section,  dancers.  Ann 
larie  408/636-0552 


itoMl 

I rainbow  of  fransformafion 


Dancers,  drummers  come  together 
under  the  Rainbow  banner.  Celebrate 
World  Peace.  Marimba,  drummers, 
dance,  dance,  dance  and  transcend  the 
boundaries  that  keep  us  apart.  Crowd 
participation  welcome!  Monica 
4 1 5/388-6059,  RR  4 1 5/863-062 1 


|iiMagiEoiiy@iyoFif 

t S coAundI  re  Wd cne  people 

Yin  Yan=Harmony.  Peace,  & Positive 
Coexistence.  Celebrate  early  cultures  of 
Asia  & Amerindians  of  the  Carib  with 
this  3rd  yr  group,  w/  Jamaica  Assoc. 
South/East  Bay  Mas  Camp  Celesse 
5 1 0/653-7582  Clint  408/259-3 1 44 


Charged  and  ready  to  strut  their  stuff- 
Trinidad's  United  Sisters,  5 sect.,  12' 
backpacks.  3rd  overall  '94  Extravagant 
costumes  from  celebrated  NY/Trini 
designer  Kyle  Hill  Pan  Exstacy  is 
back.  Famous  Friday  Fete  5/26.  Steve 
or  Colleen  510/534-6331 


Building  bridges  through  culture  and 
education .Trini  coreo  Wilfred  Mark, 
and  Barney  Blaze  return,  w IDr 
Charles  Drew  & La  Escuelita  schools. 
DJ  Sweetwaisl.  Mascamp  2940 
Telegraph.  djSW  5 1 O'  832-8  I/O 


Traverse  the  bridge  to  harmony  through 
Peace  & Lo\e.  Make  the  Earth  family 
10  yr  participants,  Chabot  College 
Steelpan  Band  - feel  the  vibrations  in 
your  heart.  Bea  510/234-8013 


Join  giant  puppet,  stiltwalkers  & your 
creative  spirit.  Bring  your  rhythm 
sticks  for  5th-year  special.  Mucho  color 
blends  w\spectrum  of  human  exper.  in 
the  Inner  Mission.  415/905-5958 


Inviting  all  nationalities  to  join  in 
Bolivian  Folkloric  Dance-Caporales. 
Purple  and  lavender  handmade 
costumes  from  Bolivia  clad  the  dancers 
and  kids.  Cable  car.  Taped  music, 
mountain  view  JL4 1 5\96 1 -308 1 


;mKIMO 

^■AIRP 


SPIRIT  OF 
POLYNESIA 


I^LANPgPUL^E. 


Big  Year  for  Polynesians,  inc.  July 
Holkolai  arrival  in  SF.  5th  yr.  rhythm 
makers  come  back  strong,  sharing  the 
Spirit  of  the  Islands.  Kimo  510/837- 
0770  ■ 


Celebrating  Cuba,  Dom.  Republic, 
Puerto  Rico  influences  --  race,  culture. 


dancing,  music  —Ricky  Ricardo  style 
w/Rurhba,  taped  music.  4th  yr  troupe 
returns  strong  Ruben  415/647-1550 


firsrScbk 


OOBuena Vista  Elem. School  ™ 

<w>'  V Birds  Know  No  Borders  PgQCe  IhfOUQh  tOUCOtlOH 


SFPO  MISSION 
CHABOT  REBELS 


Make  ’A*  Circus 


La  Escuelita  Perpetual  Help 


Bernal  Hghts  N'borhood  C. 

Race  for  Peace  L 


FrencnAm.  School  Aptos  Middle 
Mice  Camaval  JAZZ  BAND 


MIME  UN  TED  S STERS  OiTIEGEPiUElS  MC 

u n cine  m 

SAHA  CRUZ  111$  MB 

iilMlillf 

Mil 

ill  6111 

. vi  winn 

in  iniciwrfe 

71^°  .T?™  " San  Francisco  here  in  tt*  Inner  Mission-  the  birthplace  of  lhe  Bay  Area  r CoN  & T at  the  2-day  festival 

M E C A fconon:  ft  CultlO  taota  BP  Mft  of  the  exdtement  as  we  help  celebrate  UN5Q/\Voriri  Pe^ce.  fcjfol  Uold  & TuROlJOISE  Info  Sabrina  415/285-6556  COUNTDOWN  COVERAGE  695-8702 
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THREE  DECADES  OF  BANDA  AND  CUMBIA 

CLUB  TENAMPA,  THE  MISSION’S  OLDEST  LATIN  MUSIC  VENUE  IS  STILL  GOING  STRONG 


ALL  ODWALLA 
JUICES 

always  available  . 


AMERICAN  SPIRIT 
Cigarettes 

always  $2. 50/pack 


YAHOO 

URBAN  ECOLOGY  GIFT  SOURCE 


COMPOSTING  WORMS  PLANTS  BOOKS  SOCIALLY  RESPONSIBLE  GIFTS’ 


Some  people  like  dancing  really  close.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


success.  When  her  daughter,  Marie,  was 
16,  she  too  began  working  in  the  club, 
making  the  business  a mother-and- 
daughter  operation  that  is  still  going 
strong  today. 

Mariquita  and  Marie  say  it  is  dis- 
cipline and  hard  work  that  explain  the 
club’s  longevity  and  success.  They  believe 
they  offer  a chance  for  people  to  escape 
the  daily  rigors  of  life  and  immerse  them- 
selves in  music  and  dancing.  "We  all  have 
a right  to  live  in  a fantasy  world  for  two  to 
three  hours,"  Marie  explains,  "but  some- 
one has  to  control  it."  Marie  is  at  the  club 
every  night  and  keeps  a close  eye  on  the 
usually  packed  house.  She  doesn’t  smoke 
or  drink  and  cuts  her  customers  off  at 
three  shots  of  tequila.  "I  don’t  let  them 
control  me." 

The  result  is  a fun  and  crowded 
nightclub  that  often  has  to  lock  its  doors 
because  it  gets  so  packed.  And  because 
of  Marie’s  careful  management,  the  club 
reports  no  incidences  of  violence  or 
drunkenness.  "Single  women  can  come  in 
here  and  they  feel  safe,"  Marie  says. 

The  crowd  at  Club  Tenampa  is  largely 
Mexican- American.  There  is  a large  map 
of  Mexico  on  the  wall  that  lists  all  of  the 
country’s  states.  Marie  says  she  is  amazed 
and  pleased  how  popular  the  map  is.  Cus- 
tomers are  constantly  looking  at  it  and 
pointing  out  what  state  they  are  from. 
"They  are  proud  to  be  from  Mexico,"  she 
says  with  noticeable  pride  herself.  While 
the  club  caters  to  Mexican-Americans, 


Marie  notices  an  increase  in  members  of 
other  ethnic  groups.  Cambodian- 
Americans,  Afro-Americans  and  a grow- 
ing number  of  gringos  make  their  way  to 
Club  Tenampa  to  dance  and  listen  to  local 
bands. 

The  club  specializes  in  banda  and 
cumbia  music  and  has  live  and  DJ  music 
six  nights  a week.  Banda , also  known  as 
quebradita , has  become  widely  popular  in 
the  U.S.  and  Mexico.  The  music  is  actual- 
ly an  updated  and  faster  version  of  a older 
style  of  music  called  musica  nortena.  Nor- 
tena , as  the  word  implies,  comes  from 
Mexico’s  large  northern  states  of  Duran- 
go, Sinaloa,  Sonora  and  Chihuahua.  This 
region  is  known  for  its  vast  ranches  and 
cattle  industry.  Thus  the  music  has  a 
plunky,  two-stepping  sound  not  unlike 
country  music  in  the  U.S.  Banda , as  it  is 
played  at  Club  Tenampa,  is  simply  a mod- 
ernized version  of  an  old  musical  tradi- 
tion. Cumbia,  on  the  other  hand,  comes 
from  the  southern  regions  of  Mexico  and 
has  more  in  common  with  the  tropical 
sounds  of  salsa  and  meringue. 

Many  of  those  who  come  to  the  club  to 
dance  take  themselves  very  seriously. 
Club  Tenampa  offers  cash  prizes  for  best 
dancers  to  both  banda  and  cumbia.  There 
is  no  cover  charge  at  Club  Tenampa,  and 
it  is  open  every  night  but  Tuesday. 

Club  Tenampa  is  located  at  3247 

Mission  Street.  Phone  824-0884. 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 
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Las  Helas  performing  at  Club  Tenampa.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 


by  Stett  Holbrook 

Mxed  in  with  a few  Thai  res- 
taurants, pupuserias  and  retail  stores, 
Club  Tenampa’s  plain  exterior  conceals  a 
popular  nightclub  rich  in  San  Francisco 
history.  Not  only  does  the  club  offer  some 
of  the  City* s best  live  banda  and  cumbia 
music,  it  is  also  the  Mission’s  oldest  Latin 
music  venue. 

Back  in  1964,  Tony  Marez,  a man  very 
active  in  San  Francisco’s  Mexican- 
American  community,  started  the  club  at 
a site  formerly  occupied  by  a bar  called 
the  Foursome.  When  he  chose  the  spot 
on  Mission  street,  his  wife,  Mariquita, 
thought  he  was  crazy;  31  years  ago,  the 
area  where  Mission  and  Valencia  streets 
meet  was  not  the  commercial  hive  of  ac- 
tivity it  is  now,  and  she  thought  opening  a 
nightclub  in  such  a remote  location  was 


too  risky.  But  Tony  saw  great  potentiaL 
He  anticipated  the  rise  of  a vibrant  Latino 
community  in  the  area,  and  Club  Tenam- 
pa grew  with  it. 

Club  Tenampa  featured  mariachi 
music  played  by  bands  direct  from 
Mexico.  As  Marez  and  the  club  became 
more  established,  Marez  helped  some  of 
his  countrymen  in  Mexico  immigrate  to 
the  U.S.  One  of  these  individuals  was 
Jose  Santana,  who  played  in  the  famous 
Mexican  band,  Los  Cardinales.  Jose 
brought  with  him  his  seven  sons.  One  of 
his  sons,  Carlos,  went  on  to  become  a 
famous  musician  himself. 

When  Marez  passed  away,  he  left  the 
club  to  his  wife.  Back  then,  woman-run 
businesses  in  the  Latino  community  were 
only  slightly  less  common  than  they  are 
now.  In  spite  of  the  difficulties,  Mariquita 
continued  to  operate  the  club  with  great 
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"BETWIXT  16  AND  24",  A MULTIMEDIA  VIEW  OF  THE  MISSION 


by  Bob  Parks 

ictures  make  great  gifts  to  the 
community  in  which  the/re  taken.  The 
hundreds  of  head  shots  at  Katz  Bagels,  for 
instance,  document  the  familiar  faces  of 
those  who  live,  work  and  play  around  16th 
Street.  Photographer  Mari  Kono  has 
provided  another  example  with  her  160 
color  slides  as  part  of  "Betwixt  16  & 24,"  a 
free  program  at  Collision  Gallery,  which 
played  in  March  and  continues  for  the 
first  two  Friday  nights  of  April.  In  "Bet- 
wixt 16  & 24"  Kono  has  collaborated  with 
her  artistic  partner  Tarra  Arc  Tura,  who 
created  the  musical  landscape  for  the 
show,  to  produce  a rapidly  paced  20- 
minute  flood  of  sounds  and  pictures. 

In  "Betwixt  16  & 24,"  Kono  gives  us 
photographs  of  sacred  things  and  gentle 
in-jokes:  Murals  and  the  Virgin  of 
Guadalupe,  Mexican  bakeries,  the  giant 


bubble  gum  machine  on  Mission  Street 
and  fishtanks  at  Wang  Fat  Fish  Market. 
By  taking  pictures  of  toy  stores  and  bridal 
shops,  the  photographer  lends  a quality  of 
revelation  to  everyday  window  shopping. 
"I’m  hoping  people  go  WOW!  That’s  the 
Mission,"  said  Kono  at  her  house  in  Ber- 
nal Heights  as  she  described  how  taking 
photos  through  March  in  preparation  for 
the  show  wasn’t  easy.  The  weather  was 
always  foggy  and  rainy,  and  people’s 
moods  were  down.  Her  subjects  didn’t 
always  want  to  play  along,  though  she 
made  cards  in  English  and  Spanish  to 
explain  what  she  was  doing  and  get  their 
permission.  Kono  also  recalled  at  least 
three  incidents  when  she  and  partner  Arc 
Tura  felt  they  were  in  danger  because  of 
nearby  violence. 

Kono  hopes  her  work  will  make 
people  want  to  contribute  to  their  com- 
munity and  help  stop  violence.  She  finds 


the  neighborhood  interesting,  and  her 
photographs  document  many  types  of 
people  who  call  it  their  home.  Is  there  an 
overriding  culture  that  is  the  "essence"  of 
the  Mission?  Kono  responds:  "It  would 
be  a mistake  not  a acknowledge  its  Latin- 
ness,  because  that’s  its  specialness.  But 
there  are  also  punks;  there  are  people 
living  on  the  street;  there  are  Asians.  My 
own  heritage  is  Japanese,  and  there  aren’t 
a lot  of  Japanese  people  in  the  Mission." 

The  music  of  Tarra  Arc  Tura  works 
well  in  the  show,  using  samples  and  found 
sounds  from  the  neighborhood  over  an 
organic  mix  of  beats  and  synthesized 
music.  Both  artists  vary  the  tempo  of  their 
work  in  tune  with  each  other.  As  Kono’s 
lens  lingers  on  a shop  window  or  mural. 
Arc  Tura’s  music  slows  in  response,  then 
both  images  and  music  build  to  a more 
rapid  pace  again.  Using  two  projectors, 
Kono  makes  her  images  blend  into  one 
another;  and  sometimes  she  uses  the  tech- 
nique to  move  back  and  forth  several 
times  between  the  same  shots.  This 
blending  sometimes  serves  Kono’s  point 
more  bluntly  than  linear  juxtaposition,  but 
it  can  (at  times)  come  off  like  bad  TV. 


Kono’s  camera  lingers  on  the  people 
in  the  Mission,  but  it  also  fixes  on  places 
and  things  that  most  of  us  may  have 
glanced  at  but  forgotten.  "I  can’t  say  what 
I’ve  done  is  a clean  image  of  the  Mission; 
I’ve  definitely  slanted  it  from  my  perspec- 
tive," she  says.  "There’s  something  really 
great  about  keeping  your  culture 'together 
and  there’s  something  great  about  sharing 
your  culture  and  seeing  cultures  collide." 

It’s  apt  that  she  uses  the  word  "collide" 
around  her  work,  since  the  show  was  held 
at  the  four-month-old  Collision  Gallery 
on  14th  between  Valencia  and  Guerrero. 
Kono  and  Arc  Tura’s  work  was  part  of 
"Mission  Sole,"  a show  of  paintings,  ’zines, 
sculpture,  installations  and  video  about 
creating  art  in  the  Mission.  The  idea  for 
the  show  is  similar  to  Kono’s  own  idea  of 
what  community  is  all  about:  according  to 
the  gallery's  flier,  "The  Mission’s  color, 
structure  and  sound  bind  personalities 
together  like  no  other  place."  And  like 
other  participants  of  the  "Mission  Sole" 
show,  Kono  and  her  partner  responded  to 
one  of  Collision’s  fliers  posted  on 
telephone  poles  and  cafe  walls. 


Collision  rocked  on  opening  night.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner. 
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GANGSTA  RAPPORT 


by  Jaqueline  Letalien 

I hear  gunshots  in  the  night  and  then 
read  in  the  paper  about  how  many  of  the 
shots  hit  people,  shattered  their  bones, 
shredded  their  skin.  Actually,  the  paper 
just  reports  things  like  "died  of  a shotgun 
wound  to  the  head."  Ooh,  hey,  just  like 
Pulp  Fiction , except  people  die  in  real 
pain  from  such  gun  wounds.  The  solution 
many  clamor  for  is  to  hire  more  cops. 
Sending  people  with  guns  into  an  area 
already  too  full  of  guns  doesn’t  seem  like 
a solution.  The  world  doesn’t  have  to  be 
this  way. 

I see  the  gangstas  congregate  in 
clusters  of  costumes  and  colors  and  then 
read  in  the  paper  about  how  many  of  these 
folks  were  knocked  to  the  ground  at  night 
by  cops  rousting  them  off  the  streets.  I 
hear  by  word  of  mouth  that  this  presence 
doesn’t  mind  rolling  over  a few  punks  on 
the  way  to  the  ganstas.  The  newspapers 
report  that  the  police  presence  is  having 
an  effect.  The  solution  many  clamor  for  is 
an  increase  of  neighborhood  watch 
groups  collaborating  with  the  police. 
Sending  groups  of  people  with  matching 
t-shirts  into  an  area  already  too  full  of 
gangs  and  t-shirts  doesn’t  seem  like  a solu- 
tion. The  world  doesn’t  have  to  be  this 
way. 

There’s  a neighborhood;  there’s  no 
community.  In  this  unfriendly  environ- 
ment with  posturings  passing  for  position, 
with  authority  passing  for  empowerment, 
hours  are  spent  haggling  over  right  and 
wrong  ways,  listing  endless  grievances  and 
problems,  asserting  pro  and  con  opinions. 
There’s  fragmented  factionalism.  The  ex- 
istence of  community  emerges  from  its 
original  form,  "comme-unity."  This 
doesn’t  mean  one  mind,  one  way;  please, 
not  that.  It  does  mean  that  we  all  of  us 
come  together. 

The  homeless,  the  people  who  live  on 
the  streets,  live  on  these  neighborhood 
streets  now.  This  makes  some  other 
people  in  the  neighborhood  edgy.  So  a 
group  says  we’re  gonna  build  a place  for 
some  of  the  people  to  live  in  so  they  can 
get  off  the  streets.  Another  group  says 
they  won’t  accept  the  presence  of  the 
homeless  living  in  a home  next  to  their 
homes.  This  is  the  typical  issue  that 
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splinters  a meeting  into  shards  of  hot 
glass;  arguments  flare  up  and  then  there’s 
a conflagration  of  law  suits.  The  world 
doesn’t  have  to  be  this  way. 

With  comme-unity,  certain  basic  real- 
ties are  accepted:  There  are  people  living 
on  the  streets  in  the  Mission;  there’s  a 
need  for  housing,  there  are  concerns 
about  neighborhood  safety.  Inclusively 
accept  these  without  arguing  to  exclude  or 
deny  any  other.  The  only  agreement  is  to 
fmd  a unity  that  fully  includes  each  reality. 

For  instance:  There’s  a traffic  sign  on 
the  corner  of  Mission  and  Chavez  Streets. 
This  sign  is  a gem  in  its  absurdity.  The  sign 
is  there  because  teenagers  got  into  their 
cars,  drove  around  a few  blocks  in  the 
summertime,  making  a lot  of  noise,  show- 
ing off,  disturbing  the  peace.  The  side  that 
won  this  issue  was  the  one  that  put  that 
sign  up.  There  are  over  half  a dozen  times 
listed  as  to  when  it  isn’t  possible  to  make 
a left  turn.  The  winning  argument  was  to 
ban  low  riding  without  saying  so  (perhaps 
such  a ban  violates  First  Amendment 
rights).  I’m  turned  into  a gangsta  because 
i ignore  the  sign.  The  way  I see  it  is  this: 
There  are  really  wild  customized  cars  in 
the  neighborhood;  the  people  who  do  this 
work  spend  a lot  of  time  doing  it  and  like 
to  show  off.  Every  single  night  would  be  a 
bit  much.  Okay,  so  have  a parade  Sunday 
afternoons,  or  Saturdays  at  dusk.  Train 
gangstas  and  watchers  to  be  monitors.  Sell 
tamales  and  ice  bars;  and  there  it  is,  a 
parade  that  acknowledges  we  all  of  us  live 
here  together. 

Try  this:  Gangstas  like  competing. 
Okay,  go  to  them  with  dance-offs;  video 
competitions;  customized  car  shows  and, 
for  those  who  like  just  to  have  the  guns, 
create  shooting  competitions  (like  in  the 
Olympics;  shooting  at  targets,  not  at  each 
other).  Provide  the  paint,  get  folks  from 
mural  projects  to  deliver  the  goods  and 
guide  the  painting  of  as  many  murals  as 
there  are  blank  walls  in  the  neighborhood. 
While  they’re  at  it,  I hope  they  paint  some 
poetry,  which  is  the  original  graffiti. 

The  world  really  does  not  have  to  be 
the  way  it  is.  It  could  be  anything  we  im- 
agine it  to  be.  Accepting  the  agreement  of 
our  coming  together  as  comme-unity  can 
be  the  spark  for  dreams,  inspiration, 
vision;  everything  we  imagine. 
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eclaiming  my  cultural  heritage  has 
in  part,  a reclamation  of 
Catholicism.  I don’t  mean  I’ve  become  a 
practicing  Catholic  again.  I still  think  it’s 
a horrible  religion.  But  I don’t  hate  it 
anymore.  I’ve  started  to  appreciate  parts 
of  it.  It’s  like  a museum  piece  I stare  at 
with  endless  fascination. 

Catholicism  is  a medieval  religion  and 
still  behaves  like  one.  It’s  dark  and  scary 
and  grotesque,  superstitious  and  magic 
and  symbolic,  all  stuff  I love. 

And  it’s  so  visual:  exposed,  dripping 
bleeding  hearts  stuck  with  thorns  and 
swords;  a sexy  dead  man  hanging  on  a 
cross  like  a vampire;  beautiful  martyr 
ladies  with  transcendent  expressions  as 
they  burn  in  dungeons  of  flames.  The 
church  has  the  connection  between  sex 
and  death  down  pat:  You  terrify  people 
enough  to  give  up  sex  and  convert. 

This  stuff  used  to  embarrass  me.  Now 
I love  it.  I love  Mary  and  the  santos  and 
crosses  and  rosaries.  Even  mass  is  okay. 
It  would  be  even  better  without  the  ser- 
mon. 

I have  a collection  of  Sacred  Hearts: 
Some  I made,  some  I collected,  some  are 
still  attached  to  Jesus  and  Mary. 

What  I like  about  the  Sacred  Heart  is 
not  just  its  macabre  aspect,  but  that 
flowers  grow  from  it  and  fire  burns  in  it.  I 
began  to  identify  with  the  Sacred  Heart 
from  an  archetypal  standpoint.  It  was  at 
a time  in  my  life  when  my  own  heart  began 
to  open  up. 

Maybe  the  love  of  bleeding  hearts  is 
inherent  among  Latins.  Take  a walk 
down  the  Mission  and  you  see  El  Corazon 
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Sagrado  or  variation  as  tattoos,  on  T 
shirts,  and  plenty  of  Sacred  Hearts  of 
Jesus  and  Mary  portraits.  You  can  even 
get  a Sacred  Heart  clock  and  calendar 
holder. 

Maybe  this  fascination  with  hearts  is 
hereditary  and  has  something  to  do  with 
the  Aztecs  and  their  practice  of  sacrificing 
hearts.  To  the  Aztec  people,  life 
proceeds  from  death.  It  was  a cycle,  and 
accepted  as  nature. 

And  maybe  the  Aztecs’  acceptance  of 
the  Spanish  conquistadors  had  something 
to  do  with  the  Corazon  Sagrado  they  un- 
doubtedly brought  along  with  them.  The 
indigenous  people  saw  the  bleeding  heart 
and  thought,  "Hey,  these  guys  speak  the 
same  symbolic  language!"  I can  imagine 
the  powerful  religious  identification  this 
coincidence  must  have  meant  for  the  Az- 
tecs --  and  how  it  could  have  put  them  off 
guard. 

There  is  a book  on  contemporary 
Latino  artists  who  take  inspiration  from 
the  Sacred  Heart;  its  cover  features  a 
heart  growing  leaves  and  grapes,  and 
blood  filling  a chalice  from  which  lambs 
drink.  A silkscreen  artist  in  the  Mission 
turned  the  heart  into  a bleeding  strawber- 
ry. The  last  sacred  heart  I made  was  out 
of  a peach  pit. 

I think  what  all  this  shows  is  how  the 
Sacred  Heart  is,  for  Catholics  and  non- 
practicing  Catholics  alike,  a symbol  of  fer- 
tility and  creativity.  Come  to  think  of  it, 
everyone  can  relate  to  the  heart. 
Catholics,  non-Catholic,  Latino,  non- 
Latino.  We  all  have  a heart;  and  we  all 
have  the  need  for  love,  and  the  capacity 
for  it.  Catholic  means  universal.  El 
Corazon  Sagrado  is  a universal  symbol. 

Cecilia  Berber 
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OFFICE  SUPPORT 

SERVICES 

QOality  Fast  Service 
at  Low,  Low  Prices 


Bendi 


BRAKES 

Special  from 

$4795* 

Front  or  rear 
Pods  St  shoes 
Guaranteed  for  life! 

1 . Free  brake  inspection 

2.  Install  new  Bendix  pads 
or  heavy  duty  shoes* 

3.  Repack  wheel  bearings 

4.  Anti-squeak  treatment 

5.  Road  Test 

* Bendix  Brakes  with  lifetime  guarantee 


CLUTCH 

Special  from 

$2479S 


■Guaranteed 

2 yr.,20,000  miles  on  parts 

1 yr.,  12,000  miles  on  labor 

• Front  wheel  drive  included 

• New  factory  parts  for 
imports  and  most 
domestics  (not  rebuilt) 

• Free  lifetime  service 
adjustment 

1 . Pressure  Plate 

2.  Clutch  Disc 

3.  Throw  out  Bearing 


4.  Pilot  Bearing 

Discount  Brake  & Clutch 

740  Valencia  Street  (between  18th  and  19th) % 

43 1 -9400  M-F  7:30  - 7:00  • SAT  8:00  - 6:00 

Mu«  present  ad  when  service  order  is  written.  Call  for  waranty  details.  ‘Most  cars  a no  light  trucks.  •Metallic  pads 
extra  Sometimes  additional  pans  and  labor  may  be  complete  the  repair  property.  Cast  may  be  substantial  We  pmvi>Je 
the  highest  quality  service  jt  the  lowest  P«ablc  pnoe 


s 


SMOG  INSPECTION 

16 


Plus  we  will  beat  any 
advertised  price  lower  than 


ours  by  12.00 


50w 

for  cert. 

FREE  RETEST  WHILE-U-WAIT 

WHENWORjy  ^ONE_HER  E_ 

LUBE,  OIL&  FILTER  ~l 

j*|  ^95  • Up  to  5 quarts 


Smog  Stop 

4199  Mission  St. 
334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
M-F  8-6:30  & 8-5 


• Replace  Oil  Filter 
• Check  Vital  Fluid  Levels 


TUNE  UP 


37 


95 

4 cyl. 


& SERVICE 

47.95  6 cyl. 

57.95  8 cyl. 


1 


Discount  Smog  & 
Lube 

3300  Army  Street 
647-7665 

Olympic  Gas  at  S.  Van  Ness 
M-F  8-6: 30  & SAT  8-5 
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CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


CSAA  PAYS  $4  MILLION  FOR 
DENYING  CHIROPRACTIC  CARE 

Early  this  month,  California  State 
Automobile  Association  settled  a case 
after  two  days  of  trial  in  San  Francisco 
Superior  Court.  Seventy-eight  patients, 
most  of  whom  were  chiropractic  patients, 
had  been  denied  reimbursement  for  soft- 
tissue  injuries.  Each  patient  was  in  an 
auto  accident,  received  treatment  and 
had  their  benefits  cut  off  after  an  ex- 
amination by  a CSAA  medical  doctor. 
CSAA  would  have  lost  the  case  because 
of  bad-faith  issues  and  stated  it  was  less 
expensive  to  settle  the  case  than  to  con- 
tinue the  trial. 

EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  INFEC- 
TIONS IN  CHILDREN 

Chiropractic  YES,  antibiotics  NO. 
Based  on  nearly  400  studies,  new 
guidelines  for  treating  small  children  with 
fluid  in  the  middle  ear  were  recently 
adopted  by  the  American  Academy  of 
Family  Physicians.  Doctors  were  (finally) 
advised  to  be  less  aggressive  in  prescrib- 
ing antibiotics  to  children.  According  to 
the  study,  antibiotics  can  cause  rashes  and 
diarrhea  and  increase  the  likelihood  of 
children  building  an  immunity  to  the 
drugs. 

Additionally,  a West  German  medical 
researcher  named  Gutmann  studied  over 
1,000  infants  and  determined  that  as  many 
as  807  had  a subluxation  (misaligned 
bone)  at  the  top  of  the  spine  near  the  base 
of  the  skull.  Gutmann  concluded  these 
misalignments  cause  lower  resistance  to 
infections  --  especially  those  of  the  ear, 


nose  and  throat. 

Gutmann  reports  he  is  "constantly 
amazed  how  even  with  the  lightest  adjust- 
ment with  the  index  finger,  the  clinical 
picture  normalizes,  sometimes  gradually, 
but  often  immediately. " 

Additional  evidence  from  Gutmann’s 
research  shows  how  chiropractic  helps 
with  colds,  vomiting,  balance,  hyperac- 
tivity and  sleeping  problems  in  children. 

ARE  ANTIBIOTICS  BEING  OVER- 
USED IN  YOUR  CARE? 

Medical  scientists  and  policy  makers 
are  trying  to  reduce  excessive  antibiotic 
use  by  educating  doctors  and  patients 
about  the  problems  of  antibiotic  overuse. 
They  are  working  to  develop  new  drugs, 
to  track  infections  in  hospitals  and  to  im- 
prove treatment. 

When  are  antibiotics  best  for  you? 
When  illness  arises  in  your  family  and  the 
doctor  recommends  antibiotics,  ask  the 
following  questions: 

1)  Are  you  certain  the  problem  is  re- 
lated to  bacterial  infection?  Could  it  be  a 
virus? 

2)  Have  you  done  a culture?  If  so,  what 
type  of  bacterium  is  present? 

3)  Have  you  done  a sensitivity  test  to 
know  if  this  strain  of  bacteria  is  sensitive 
or  resistant  to  the  antibiotic? 

4)  Which  antibiotic  will  be  effective 
against  this  particular  bacterium?  Could 
we  allow  the  immune  system  to  do  its  work 
and  use  the  antibiotic  later?  What  are  the 
consequences  if  I wait? 

5)  Don’t  demand  antibiotics  just  be- 


cause you  feel  sick.  Don’t  pressure  your 
doctor  to  give  you  antibiotics.  Doctors  are 
human  and  sometimes  succumb  to 
patient  pressure.  This  may  cause  them  to 
prescribe  antibiotics  when  they  might  not 
otherwise  do  so. 

6)  Are  there  alternatives  to  an- 
tibiotics? 

7)  What  are  the  likely  consequences  if 
I do  not  use  antibiotics? 

Your  doctor  may  be  reluctant  or  un- 
able to  answer  these  questions.  However, 
if  he  or  she  gives  you  good  reasons  for 
proceeding  with  antibiotic  therapy,  you 
should  follow  this  advice.  If  the  doctor 
has  not  addressed  the  above  questions  or 
has  not  given  you  a satisfactory  answer  to 
them,  you  should  be  more  cautious. 

IF  YOU  GET  SICK,  ARE  THERE 

NATURAL  REMEDIES  THAT 
MAY  HELP? 


For  many  common  ailments,  natural 
remedies  can  be  extremely  helpful.  In- 
creasingly, scientific  research  is  confirm- 
ing time-honored  traditions.  Below  are 
some  samples: 

Bladder  infection:  Unsweetened 

cranberry  juice  helps  clear  bacteria  from 
the  bladder  in  women  with  bladder  infec- 
tion. Yogurt  and  acidophilus  supple- 
ments do  likewise  in  women  with  chronic 
bladder  infections. 

Ear  infection:  The  vasf  majority  of 
children  with  recurrent  ear  infections  im- 
prove after  removing  food  allergens  from 
their  diets. 

Upper  respiratory  infection:  Those 
who  took  a sauna  once  a week  ex- 
perienced half  the  rate  of  upper 
respiratory  infections.  Intestinal  infec- 
tion: Homeopathic  medicine  has  been 
helpful  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  infec- 
tious diarrhea  in  children. 


GOOD  GRIEF  LOLITA! 


Latina  Theater  Lab  presents  "Good  Grief  Lolita",  Wilma  Bonet’s  moving  an< 
sometimes  comic  story  of  her  precocious  seven  year  old  daughter  who  died  of  cysti< 
nbrosis  . This  celebration  of  her  short  life  is  filled  with  vivid  characters  and  ends  with  < 
Bacquine,  a wild  Puerto  Rican  celebration.  Preview  April  20,  pay  what  you  can.  Rum 
Thurs.,  Fn.,  and  Sat.,  April  21,22  27, 28, 29,  May  4,5,6,  at  8pm  and  Sun.  April  23, 30  anc 
May  7 at  7 pm.  BRAVA!  Studio  Theater  2180  Bryant  St.,  $10-15.  Call  487-5401. 


MEMCA3T  roon  A.  FUEHH 

OI*KV  HERE  4 V ■>  V04V  7:2*0 

OPK.'V  7 1»AVW  -A  WEEK 


4J1MO  Lt  TTELl  >1 E V ■ C A V 


C'O BCX; I£l«.  OF  FV  ■>  ■i  llMllOHE 

ATT  TME  C'fc.  It I X i:  Alt  ARMY 


MEXICAN  FOOD  FAST  AND  FRESH 

BURRITO  $2.35 

TACOS 

STEAK  SANDWICH 


$0.95 

$2.95 


CAFE  ESPRESSO $1.00 

EARLY  BIRD  BURRITO ..$1.35 

FRESH  FRUIT  DRINKS 


CATERING  AVAILABLE 

MEXICAN  SEAFOOD  \ CALL  824G684 

BURRITO VALLARTA  .$4.25  WqR\  ftLfllrro 

CRILLED  FISH  TACO $1.25  ' 

tostadadeceviche...$1.25 

VEGETARIAN  MEALS 

BOB  S BURRITO  $2.95 

TACO  DE  NOPALES $1.00 


SANDOVAL  COIN  LAUNDRIES 

DRY  CLEANING 

THE  MISSION’S  BEST  LAUNDRY 


SAt*U  yyASff 
******* 


2267  MISSION  ST. 
BTWN.  19TH  & 18TH 
642-0155 


3343  18TH  ST. 
@ CAPP 
282-9294 


Personal  Service  on  Duty. 
8am  to  8pm 
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Editor: 

I found  it  outrageous  that  the  bour- 
geois Babbitts  of  Noe  Valley  plan  to  put 
the  name  change  of  Army  Street  to  Cesar 
Chavez  Street  on  the  November  1995  bal- 
lot after  the  Board  of  Supervisors  unani- 
mously supported  the  name  change.  Just 
what  is  it  that  these  arrogant,  rich  proper- 
ty owners  and  business  proprietors  do  not 
like  about  Cesar  Chavez? 

(1)  His  labor  organizing;  (2)  his  sup- 
port of  the  peace  movement;  (3)  his  sup- 
port of  the  lesbian/gay  liberation 
movement,  including  speaking  at  the  Les- 
bian/Gay March  on  Washington  in  1987; 
(4)  his  Latino  heritage;  (5)  all  of  the 
above? 

As  to  inconvenience,  life  is  full  of  in- 
conveniences; and  rich  folks  had  better 
learn  how  to  overcome  very  minor  incon- 
veniences because  we  workers  have  to 
cope  with  almost  insurmountable 
obstacles  to  a better  life  placed  by  rich 
parasites  like  the  anti-Cesar  Chavez  folks 
who  live  or  own  businesses  in  Noe  Valley, 
and  we  are  not  going  to  take  it  any  more. 

Lee  Heller 


Editor: 

I represent  Calle  22.  This  is  a group 
of  over  200  residents,  homeowners  and 
businesses  in  an  area  of  the  Mission  dis- 
trict bounded  by  24th,  20th,  South  Van 
Ness  and  Bryant  Streets. 

We  want  you  to  know  that  we  oppose 
a Redevelopment  Survey  Area  for  the 
Mission.  The  Mission  district  was  once  a 
stately  and  elegant  neighborhood  where 
generations  of  families  lived  and 
prospered.  However,  for  far  too  long  the 
Mission  has  cooperated  with  various 
government  and  nonprofit  agendas  which 
have  not  enhanced  the  quality  of  life  as 
promised  but  in  fact  have  contributed  to 
the  deterioration  of  our  community. 

We  believe  that  redevelopment  will 
not  solve  the  basic  problems  which  have 
eroded  the  quality  of  life  in  our  neighbor- 
hood. However,  we  are  in  favor  of  (and 
are  looking  forward  to)  mandated  and 
promised  improvements  for  the  Mission. 

The  Mission’s  needs  are: 

- fulfillment  of  the  mandate  to  pro- 
vide our  district  with  additional  police 
officers  for  full  staffing; 

- abatement  of  street  crime,  par- 
ticularly public  drunkenness,  disorderly 
conduct,  prostitution  and  drug  dealing; 
abatement  of  graffiti,  trash  and  illegal 
dumping; 

- continuation  of  the  moratorium  on 
liquor  license  transfers  and  new  liquor 
licenses; 

- restriction  on  additional  rehabilita- 
tion centers  and  low-income,  high-density 
rental  housing;  renovation  to  existing  low- 
income,  high-density  rental  housing  with 
conversion  to  subsidized  ownership  to 
promote  pride  in  ownership; 

- additional  street  lighting  and  traffic 
control:  and 


- completion  of  proposed  park  and 
recreation  sites  along  with  upgrades  to 
existing  sites,  regular  maintenance  and 
staffing. 

We  look  forward  to  receiving  man- 
dated services  and  basic  improvements  to 
reestablish  a higher  standard  of  living  for 
our  neighborhood. 

Lena  R.  Gilbert,  President,  Calle  22 


Editor: 

We  are  writing  to  express  our  opposi- 
tion to  the  plans  of  the  San  Francisco 
Redevelopment  Agency  to  make  the  Mis- 
sion District  a Redevelopment  area. 

The  Victorian  Alliance  is  a Citywide 
preservation  organization  organized  in 
1972  to  promote  the  restoration  and 
preservation  of  San  Francisco’s  older  and 
architecturally  rich  residential  housing 
stock.  At  the  time  of  our  founding,  the 
Greater  Mission  district  was  the  home  of 
the  majority  of  our  members;  and  it  was 
our  perception  that  one  of  the  largest 
forces  threatening  this  housing  stock  was 
the  Redevelopment’s  activities  in  the 
Western  Addition. 

To  a large  extent  the  perception  of  the 
San  Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency  as 
a foe  of  preservation  remains.  If  and 
where  the  Mission  district  has  actual 
blight,  we  fear  Redevelopment  would 
deal  with  the  blight  through  wholesale 
demolition  rather  than  through  an  ap- 
proach which  creates  restoration  and 
rehabilitation.  Morevoer, 

Redevelopment’s  record  regarding  the 
people  of  a neighborhood  seems  more 
associated  with  disruption  and  removal 
rather  than  efforts  of  employment  and 
income  enhancement. 

We  wonder,  in  this  era  of  government 
downsizing  and  the  shifting  of  power  from 
federal  to  state  and  local  governments, 
whether  a large  bureaucracy  such  as  the 
San  Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency 
would  be  the  best  solution.  We  doubt  that 
the  Agency  would  reflect  the  values  and 
needs  of  the  residents  and  business  as 
effectively  as  local  people  and  organiza- 
tions. If  the  federal  government  wants  to 
help  the  Mission  District,  "block  grants" 
administered  by  local  groups  would  be 
more  effective. 

We  also  oppose  any  plan  to  divide  the 
Mission  into  quadrants  in  which  each  sub- 
section is  dealt  with  independently  of  the 
others.  Such  a division  of  the  neighbor- 
hood is  artficially  as  well  as  functionally 
irrational.  The  Mission  is  a single  VAL- 
LEY. It  is  a cohesive  whole  and  not  a 
neighborhood  of  sub-sections. 

Above  all,  the  Victorian  Alliance  feels 
that  the  surviving  architectural  resources 
in  the  Mission  District  are  its  most  valu- 
able assets  and,  indeed  are  one  of  the 
most  valuable  municipal  assets  in  the  City 
of  San  Francisco. 

Vikki  Powers,  President 

The  Victorian  Alliance 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE 
NEW  MISSION  NEWS 

(wE  NEED  THE  MONEy) 

$20  A YEAR  = 12  ISSUES 
MAIL  YOUR  CHECK  OR  MONEY  ORDER  TO: 

NEW  MISSION  NEWS 
777  VALENCIA  STREET 
S.F.,  CA.  94110 
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0 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Headshots  for  Actors 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing. 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs. 

• Dark  Room  Supplies. 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 Movies 
onto  Video  Cassettes. 

1 089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 0 
(415)641-8396 


It's  Coming. . 

The 

City  1 

■ 

l/Oi 

ice 

finally  le" 


31 Z0  16th3+ 

431-4081 


CSfeftfe^TO 

5 RESTAURANT 


dtnonj  tine  feu,  oJij  OjjdjQlt/  C r^fdurdat/ 


cpenMonidtj  ihrv  Sitvrlly  LUNCH 

11 -t  3:30  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

esquina  Valencia 

282-8867 


DINNER 
5-11  pm 
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ONGOING 


Bombs.  Epicenter  Zone  475  Valencia  St., 
7:30  pm.  Call  550-3050 


THRU  APRIL  23  - "Otra  Luz\Other 
Light,  a photo  exhibition  of  images  from 
Mexico  by  six  Mexican  photographers 
C.A.R.E.  Gallery  25  14th  St,  free.  Call 
703-  0264. 

THRU  APRIL  31  - "Throwing  Bones", 
paintings  by  Mondo  Jud  Hart  sponsored 
by  Black  Pope  Beer.  Casanova  527  Valen- 
cia 

EVERY  MONDAY  -Piano  Bar  with 
Michael  Holt  and  Delta  O’Hare,  Blondies 
Bar  540  Valencia  St.,  10  pm 

EVERY  TUESDAY  - Salsa  & Cuban 
Music  classes  with  Carlos  Federico  and 
the  Salsacion  Band.  Bring  your  own  in- 
struments. Mission  Cultural  Center  2868, 
7:30,  S10.  Call  821-1155. 

EVERY  WEDNESDAY  - Josh 
Kornbluth’s  new  one  man  performance- 
work-in-progress.  The  Marsh  1062 
Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $8-12.  Call  826- 
5750 

EVERY  THURSDAY  - Cook  for 
Peace  with  the  merry  crew  of  Food  Not 


EVERY  SATURDAY  - The  best  in  hve 
folk  and  new  music  from  Latin  America 
at  La  Pena  del  Sur  2870  A 22nd  St,  10  pm, 
$5.  Call  550-1101. 

Pinata  and  mask  making  classes.  Mis- 
sion Cultural  Center  2868  Mission  St.,  1-4 
pm,  $9.  Call  821-1155. 

Walking  tours  of  Mission  District 
Murals.  Meet  at  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts 
Center  348  Precita,  1:30  pm,  $3-4.  Call 
285-2287 

THURSDAY-SATURDAY  4\6  TO 
4\8  - "Body  Songs",  an  evening  of  dances 
by  the  Bonnie  Simoa  Dance  Company 
with  guest  artist  Sally  Clawson.  Dancer’s 
Group\Footwork  3321  22nd  St.,  8:30  pm, 
$8-10.  Call  824-5044 

THURSDAY-SATURDAY  4\13  TO 
4\29  - "Adventures  in  Clintonland",  Nor- 
man Solomon’s  one  man  send  up  of  the 
Slick  Willy  Era,  featuring  Keith  (Food 
Not  Bombs)  McHenry  on  4\14  & 4\15. 
The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm, 
$8-12.  Call  826-5750. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  1 

Spoken  Word  and  Music  Benefit  for 
Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center  and 
Breast  Cancer  Action  - Performers  in- 
clude Rashida  Oji,  Katia  Noyes,  Jo 
Kreiter,  Jules  Mann,  Eva  Festa  and  32B 
or  Not  2B.  Luna  Sea  2940  16th  St.,  2 pm, 
$10-100.  Call  863-2989 

Taking  Shape"  - Works-in-progress 
by  women  playwrights,  includes  four  short 
pieces  on  the  themes  of  race,  gender,  Na- 
tive American  culture  and  coming  of  age. 
BRAVA!  2180  Bryant  St.,  8 pm,  $8-12. 
Also  on  Sunday,  April  2nd  at  2 and  7 pm. 
Call  487-5401 

Found  Film  Blowout  - Really  retro 
ridiculousness  from  a variety  of  in- 
dustrial\educational  short  subjects  in- 
cluding "How  To  Survive  Atomic 
Attack",  "Psychodrama"  and  "Junior 
Prom".  ATA  992  Valencia  St.  8:30  pm,  $5. 
Call  824-3890. 


SUNDAY,  APRIL  2 

TV  Dinner"  - A mini-musical  comedy 
set  in  the  Mission  District  developed  by 
the  San  francisco  Mime  Troupe  in  con- 
junction with  school  age  children.  The 
Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.,  11  am  and  1 pm, 
followed  by  a one  hour  theater  workshop 
for  kids  5 and  up  at  2:30  and  3:30.,  $4-6. 
Also  plays  on  Sunday,  April  9.  Call  641- 
0235 

CARNAVAL  *95  King  and  Queen 
Contest  - Caribe  Dance  Center  1408 
Webster  St.,  Oakland.  Call  826-1401. 


MONDAY,  APRIL  3 

Migdalia’s  Method  - Free  writing 
workshop  with  playwright  Migdalia  Cruz 
focusing  on  "method  writing".  Intersec- 
tion for  the  Arts  446  Valencia  St.,  7-10  pm. 
Call  626-2787. 

Swamp  Gas  - Performance  works  by 
the  up  and  coming  and  the  just  plain  un- 
known. The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.,  8:30 
pm,  $6.  Call  826-5750 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  4 

Sing-Along  with  Randy  - Drop  by  for 
and  old  fashioned  sing-along  with 
musician,  actor  and  Pickle  Family  Circus 
founder  Randy  Craig  at  the  piano.  Lyrics 
provided.  The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St., 
8:30  pm,  $5. 826-5750.  Call  826-5750. 


WEDNESDAY  APRIL  5 

CUBA  AT  THE  CROSSROADS  Ron 
Ridenour,  correspondent  for  Britain’s 
"Morning  Star",  reads  from  his  collection 
of  articles  on  the  hemisphere’s  most 
closely  watched  island.  Modern  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  6 

"Fur"  Fiesta  - Playwright  Migdalia 
Cruz  joins  in  a dramatic  reading  of  her 
new  work,  a version  of  "Beauty  and  the 
Beast"  set  in  post-apocalyptic  LA.  Inter- 
section for  the  Arts  446  Valencia  St.,  8 pm, 
$3-5.  Call  626-2787 

Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force  - Month- 
ly meeting,  public  welcome.  Mission 
Playground  Community  Building,  7 pm. 
Call  285-5950. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  7 

Taking  Shape  Festival  Part  2"  -Four 
works-in-progress  theatrical  pieces  by 
women  including  African  American 
storyteller  Belinda  Sullivan  and  the  Asian 
Pacific  Islander  Women  Writers  Group 
BRAVA  Studio  Space  2180  Bryant,  runs 
through  4\9,  Fri  & Sat  at  8 pm.  Sun.  2 & 
7 pm,  $8-12.  Call  487-5401. 

BINGO!  - Celluloid  and  a live  action 
interactive  version  of  one  of  the  nation’s 
most  inexplicable  obsessions.  ATA  992 
Valencia  St„  8:30  pm,  $5. 824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  8 

Yu  Who?  Who?  - Piano  recital  by 
Alan,  Albert  and  Alex  Yu,  ages  12-18. 
Community  Music  Center  544  Capp  St., 
12:30  pm,  free.  Call  647-6015. 

Yo  Ho  Ho  - Plundered  commercial 
film  footage  turned  into  truly  weird  crea- 
tions by  film  and  tape  copyright  pirates. 
ATA  992  Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call 
824-3890. 

Dr.  Weirde  - Dr.Weirde,  author  of  A 
Guide  To  Mysterious  San  Francisco,  gives 
a slide  show  presentation  on  the  City’s 
most  outre  locales.  Modern  Times  Books 
888  Valencia,  7:30  pm,  free. 

Down  in  the  Dumps  - 20  mile  bicycle 
roundtrip  trek  to  the  city  dump  for  a 
guided  tour  of  garbage.  Meet  at  Dolores 
Park  ( 18th  & Dolores)  at  11  am,  free.  Call 
431-Bike. 


SUNDAY,  APRIL  9 

"An  Evening  of  Laments"  Benefit  • Six 
women  artists  engage  in  ritualistic  story 
telling  in  a benefit  for  the  purchase  of  the 
domestic  violence  video  "Defending  Our 
Lives"  for  the  Old  Wives’  Tales  Video 
Library.  Old  Wives’  Tales  1009  Valencia 
St.,  7 pm,  $3-10.  Call  821-4675. 

City  Sisters  - Monthly  potluck  and 
open  house  at  Urban  Womyn’s  Land  3960 
18th  St.,  6 pm,  free.  Call  267-6979. 


MONDAY,  APRIL  10 

Performance  Art  Stew  - See  who’s  in 
the  tongue  parade  of  wordy  am  users  this 
week.  'Hie  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St.,  8:30 
pm,  $6.  Call  826-5750. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  11 

Two  Poetry  Heavies  - Magical  realist 
Randall  Kenan  and  poet  of  the  immigrant 
experience  Li-Young  Lee  read  their 
work.  Intersection  for  the  Arts  446  Valen- 
cia St,  8 pm,  $3-5.  Call  626-2787. 

WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  12 

4300  Years  of  Spirited  Women  - Jane 
Hirschfield  reads  from  In  Praise  of  the 
Sacred:  43  Centuries  of  Spiritual  Poetry 
bv  Women.  Old  Wives’  Tales  1009  Valen- 
cia, 8 pm,  $3-10.  Call  821-4675. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  13 

Raises  and  Roses  - Celebrate 
Secretary’s  Day  at  roundtable  discussion 
of  office  workers  organized  by  Radical 
Women.  Valencia  Hall  523-A  Valencia 
St.,  dinner  ($5  donation)  at  6:45  pm, 
roundtable  at  7:30  pm.  Call  864-1278. 

16th  Street  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion - Meeting  at  the  Columbia  Park  Boys 
and  Girls  Club  (450  Guerrero  at  16th). 
Call  522-9535. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  14 

Shake  Rattle  and  Roll  ’Em  - Clips, 
reels  and  cheap  thrills  in  a series  of  short 
flicks  on  earthquakes.  ATA  992  Valencia 
St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  15 

Latin  Piano  - Alma  Batista  finger  dan- 
ces across  the  ivories  with  the  works  of 
Hispanic  composes  such  as  Villa-Lobos 
and  Lecuona.  Guest  artist  soprano 
Elender  Wall.  Community  Music  Center 
544  Capp  St.,  8 pm,  free.  Call  647-6015. 

Phil  ’er  Up  - The  best  of  local  soon-to- 
be-famous  filmmaker  Phil  Patris  includ- 
ing his  newly  completed  "OJ.  Simpson: 
The  Legend  of  the  Fall".  ATA  992  Valen- 
cia St,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


MONDAY,  APRIL  17 

Capital  Improvements  • Doug  Dowd 
begins  another  series  of  classes  titled  U.S. 
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studio  Photography 

A San  Francisco  Tradition  Since  1970 

Color  6*  B/W  Passport  Photos 
Fingerprinting 
Naturalization 
VISA  Photos 
Professional  Licenses 
Business  Portraits 
Publicity  Photos 
Color  Portraits 

= PHOTO  FINISHING 

282-9036 


PHOTOS  WHILE-U-WAIT 


2865  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

VISA/MC/ AMEX/ DISC  CARDS  WELCOME 


CALL  US  FOR  OUR 
LOW  PRICES 

Mon-Fri:  10  am  - 6 pm 
Sat  by  appt.  only 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16TH  ST.  TEL.  552-9122 
M-F  6 TO  5/ SAT  7 TO  5 
SUN  7 TO  4 
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Capitalist  Development  Past,  Present  and 
Future.  One  hour  of  lecture,  one  hour  of 
discussion.  Modern  Times  Books  888 
Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  18 

Election  Selection  - Debate  over  how 
we  should  elect  our  supervisors,  with  dis- 
trict election  advocates  Calvin  (Man  With 
A Plan)  Welch  and  Sue  (Drop  That  Build- 
ing Permit, You  Scumbag)  Hestor  go  toe 
to  toe  against  proportional  vote 
proponents  Wilma  (No  Majority)  Rule 
Ph.D.  and  Steve  (Capitol)  HU1.  New  Col- 
lege 777  Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  S5-10.  Call 
905-4212 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  19 

Still  Open  - The  Bay  area’s  only  open 
reading  for  gay  and  lesbian  writers. 
Modern  Times  Books  888  Valencia  St., 
7:30  pm,  free. 

Jordan  on  Crime  - Community  meet- 
ing with  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  on  the  topic 
of  crime  in  the  Mission.  Mission  Dolores 
Auditorium  6:30  pm,  free. 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  20 

New  Video  Venue  - Video  night  at 
Urban  Womyn’s  Land  (3rd  Thursday  of 
every  month)  3690  18th  St.  Call  267-6979 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  21 

Fun  and  Games  - Poker  and  games 
night  at  Urban  Womyn’s  Land.  3690  18th 
St.,  7 pm.  Call  267-6979. 

Classic  Disaster  - Rene  Clair’s  1928 
silent  film  "The  Crazy  Ray"  about  the  zap- 
ping of  the  population  of  Paris  plus  John 
Behrams’  "Undercurrents".  ATA  992 
Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  22 

Another  Life  Up  Inside  Her  Head  - 
Reception  for  show  of  mixed-media  work 
by  16  Chicana  and  Latina  artists  who 
tribute  the  women  of  the  Chicano  arts 
movement  of  the  ’70s  while  expressing 
their  own  experience.  Show  runs  April 
18-May  27.  Galeria  de  la  Raza  2857  24th 
St.,  3-6  p.m.  Call  826-8009. 

Black  Women’s  Writers  Group  - For 
support  and  critique.  The  group  will  meet 
second  and  fourth  Saturdays  of  each 
month.  Urban  Womyn’s  Land,  3690  18th 
St.  Call  267-6979. 

SUNDAY,  APRIL  23 

A Musical  Threesome  - Stacey  Pelinka 
on  flute,  Allison  Lovejoy  on  piano  and 
Tom  Liesek  on  guitar  serve  up  Bach  and 
other  classy  stuff.  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter 544  Capp  St.,  7 pm,  $3-8.  Call  647- 
6015. 

Memorial  for  Cesar  - Gathering  at 
James  Lick  Middle  School  (Clipper  and 
Noe)  at  11  am  , followed  at  noon  by  a 
march  down  Cesar  Chavez  St.  (formerly 
Army  St.)  to  a celebration  at  La  Raza  Park 
at  Potrero. 


MONDAY,  APRIL  24 

Some  Poetic  Evening  - A reading  by 
poets  James  Scully  and  F.D.  Reeve.  Inter- 
section for  the  Arts  446  Valencia  St.,  8 pm, 
$3-5.  Call  626-2787. 


TUESDAY,  APRIL  25 

Multiculting  America  • Editor  Maria 
Mazziotti  and  contributors  Victoria  Lena 
Manyarrows,  David  Meltzer  and  Nellie 
Wong  read  from  Unsettling  America:  An 
Anthology  of  Contemporary  Multicul- 
tural Poetry.  Modern  Times  Books  888 
Valencia  St.,  7:30  pm,  free. 


WEDNESDAY.  APRIL  26 

There’s  Plenty  of  Gertrude  There  - 

Renante  Stendahl  discusses  and  shows 
slides  from  her  new  book,  Gertrude  Stein 
in  Words  and  Pictures,  over  300  photos  of 
Gertie.  Old  Wives’  Tales  1009  Valencia 
St.,  8 pm,  $3-10.  Call  821-4675. 


THURSDAY, APRIL  27 

SF  State  of  the  Art  Films  - Narrative 
documentary  and  experimental  short 
films  from  the  young  and  the  restless  kids 
at  SF  State.  ATA  992  Valencia  St., 8:30 
pm,  $5.  Call  824-3890. 

16th  Street  Neighborhood  Associa- 
tion - Meeting  at  the  Columbia  Park  Boys 
and  Girls  Club  (450  Guerrero  at  16th). 
Call  522-9535. 

FRIDAY,  APRIL  28 

Voice  Recital  - Sara  Lamar,  soprano 

and  Kristin  Pankonin  do  up  Mozart 
Prokofiev  and  other  classic  dudes.  Com- 
munity Music  Center  544  Capp  St,  8 pm. 
free.  Call  647-6015. 


SATURDAY,  APRIL  29 

Free  Yoga  Class  - Taught  by  Susan 
Branum.  Back  Room  Yoga  Studio  1199 
Sanchez.  Call  821-2979. 

International  Workers  Day  Celebra- 
tion - Freedom  Socialist  Party  panel  dis- 
cussion on  affirmative  action  and  labor 
militancy.  Valencia  Hall  523  A Valencia, 
Blue  Plate  Special  Dinner  at  6:30  pm, 
panel  at  8.  Door  donation  $3,  dinner 
donation  $7.  Call  864-1278. 

Doggy  Style  - Marathon  screening  of 
canine  films  for  kids  12  and  under  with  live 
performances  by  Jinx  the  Wonder  Dog. 
Hosted  by  Tom  Ammiano.  243  Alabama 
St.,  11  am,  free.  Call  554-3050. 

Community  Clean-up  and  Barbecue  - 

Sponsored  by  the  16th  Street  Neighbor- 
hood Association,  Mission  Renaissance 
and  One  Clean  City.  Meet  at  St.  John’s 
Educational  Threshold  Center  at  15th 
and  Julian.  Call  522-9535. 


SUNDAY,  APRIL  30 

Schubert  Sherbet  - Sin  Tung  Chiu  on 
piano  and  Dimitry  Cogan  on  piano  in  an 
all-Schubert  program.  Community  Music 
Center  544  Capp  St.,  4 pm,  $5-10.  Cal 
647-6015. 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Vnlcncia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Morning  program  8:30  - 12:30 
Afternoon  program  1:30  - 5:30  beginning  January 


Cognitive  Skill  Development 
Developmental  Approach 
Artistic  Work 
Creative  Play 

Multicultural  Population 
• Affordable  Tuition 

The  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion, 

national  origin,  sexual  preference,  or  handicap. 


THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 

Films  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


IN  APRIL 
BAD  BOYS 

MARTIN  LAWRENCE 

COMING  SOON 
MI  FAMILIA 

(MY  FAMILY) 

EDWARD  JAMES  OLMOS 

JIMMY  SMITS  ELIAS  MORALES 

CASPER, 

THE  FRIENDLY  GHOST 


BATMAN  FOREVER 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-1  1 00 
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RECYCLING 


Check  It  Out! 

Starting  April  3rd, 
you  can  recycle: 


• All  #1  and  #2  (look  on  the 
bottom)  Plastic  Bottles 

It’s  easy  - and  you 
can  recycle  your 
plastic  milk,  juice, 
soda,  detergent, 
shampoo  and 
water  bottles. 

Recycling  Tips:  Neck 
must  be  smaller  than 
base!  Caps  of/,  empty 
and  flatten.  No  tubs  or 
buckets,  automotive 
product  or  pesticide 
bottles. 

AND 

• Clean  aluminum  foil 
and  pie  tins. 


ReThink 
Recycling 
and  Win 

Be  a part  of  our  San 
Francisco  recycling 
extravaganza! 

Look  for  our  friendly 
ReThink  Recycling 
reminder  in  your 
mailbox!  It  could  earn 
you  a chance  at  more 
than  300  Recycling 
Appreciation  Awards. 
Questions? 

Call  554-6193. 


San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


All  prizes  donated. 
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ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  Leaver 


THE  MUSIC  OF  SOUTH  AFRICA 


TThe  music  of  South  Africa  has 
worked  itself  into  American  cultural  con- 
sciousness. The  beautiful  ascendant  a 
capella  vocals  of  Ladysmith  Black  Mam- 
bazo  are  immediately  recognizable,  since 
they  are  used  to  sell  automobiles, 
Lifesavers  and  soft  drinks.  Everyone 
knows  the  song  "The  Lion  Sleeps 
Tonight,"  originally  titled  "Wimoweh." 
Miriam  Makeba’s  voice  and  her  life  as  a 
political  exile  are  almost  common 
knowledge  (she  has  been  on  the  Cosby 
Show,  after  all);  and  her  one-time  hus- 
band, Hugh  Masakela,  has  been  enter- 
taining audiences  world-wide  since  his 
US  number-one  hit,  "Grazin’  in  the 
Grass,"  in  1968. 

The  ’50s  in  South  Africa  were  a 
prosperous  and  expansive  time  when  the 
sounds  of  American  jazz  and  rhythm  & 
blues  were  heard  everywhere,  along  with 
the  local  style  of  music,  "Kwela";  Kwela 
featured  a snare  drummer;  upright  bass 
and  the  lead  melody  instrument,  the 
penny  whistle.  Spokes  Mashiyane  was 
perhaps  the  most  famous  penny-whistler, 
and  you  can  hear  him  on  a CD  called  King 
Kwela.  During  this  time,  before  apartheid 
forced  people  onto  "homelands"  and  the 
government  codified  its  most  wicked 
policies,  there  was  a popular  magazine, 
DRUM,  which  celebrated  the  life  of  black 
South  Africans.  An  excellent  collection  of 
music  from  this  time  is  called  Drum:  South 
African  Jazz  and  Jive. 

Jazz  in  South  Africa  developed  out  of 
the  influences  of  American  swing  bands; 
the  everywhere-popular  Cuban  son  and  a 
South-African  style  called  "marabi," 


which  developed  in  the  township  shebeens 
(drinking  places)  in  the  ’20s  and  ’30s  and 
used  basic  chord  progressions  in  a repeti- 
tive manner.  One  of  the  standout  jazz 
musicians  was  Kippie  Moeketsi,  a 
saxophonist  who  played  with  many  groups 
and  was  a founder  of  the  Jazz  Epistles,  the 
quintessential  South  African  jazz  band 
featuring  the  young  Hugh  Masakela  on 
trumpet  and  Dollar  Brand  (Abdullah 
Ibrahim)  on  piano.  Ibrahim  ended  up  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  has  lived  for 
over  20  years  as  a respected  pianist  and 
composer  of  modern  jazz.  Check  out  his 
CDs  on  the  Kaz  label,  especially  Blues  for 
a Hip  King,  Tintinyana,  African  Homs  and 
The  Mountain.  A contemporary  group 
formed  by  some  old-timers,  the  African 
Jazz  Pioneers,  have  several  excellent 
CDs,  especially  Sip  ’n  Fly. 

Miriam  Makeba  stared  singing  with  a 
group  called  the  Manhattan  Brothers  in 
the  early  ’50s  and  was  instantly  popular; 
she  formed  the  Skylarks  in  1956;  in  1957 
she  appeared  singing  at  a shebeen  in  the 
film  Come  Back  Africa.  She  helped 
popularize  the  song  "Pata  Pata,"  named 
after  a dance  craze  in  the  late  ’50s.  Not 
long  after  that,  she  settled  in  New  York 
and  continued  to  speak  out  against  apart- 
heid, provoking  the  government  to  ban 
her  music  in  South  Africa.  Check  out  her 
early  work  on  the  CD  Best  of  Miriam 
Makeba  and  the  Skylarks',  or  a classic  col- 
lection simply  called  Africa  or  her  late- 
’80s  classic,  Sangoma. 

In  the  ’60s,  a new  style  forming  in  the 
townships  on  the  heels  of  rock  and  soul; 
"township  jive"  used  the  Kwela  and  jazz 
melodies  with  a faster  tempo,  a heavier 
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beat,  and  electric  guitars  and  bass  driving 
the  rhythm.  Groups  like  Mahlthini  and 
the  Mahotella  Queens  and  the  Soul 
Brothers  emerged,  creating  a new  pop 
market  for  South  African  music.  In 
England,  the  Earthworks  label  has 
released  a series  of  super  compilations: 
The  Indestructible  Beat  of  Soweto,  Vol.  1-4 
document  most  of  the  stars  of  the 
township  scene  as  well  as  Kings  and 
Queens  of  Township  Jive.  The  Soul 
Brothers  have  a new  CD  called  Jump  and 
Jive  featuring  their  trademark  falsetto 
harmonies;  gospel-like  organ  and,  of 
course,  the  heavy  beat.  Mahlthini  and  the 
Mahotella  Queens  have  toured  the  world, 
including  many  stops  in  the  Bay  Area,  and 
charmed  their  audiences  with  Mahlthini’s 
growling  lead  and  the  Queens’  powerful 
harmony  vocals  and  relentless  dancing 
(all  the  more  powerful  when  one  dis- 
covers they  are  grandmothers).  Check  out 
their  Thokozile,  Paris-Soweto  and  Best  of 
CDs. 


Mzwahke  Mbuii,  known  as  the 
people’s  poet,  became  known  for  his 
powerful  and  inspiring  oratory  at 
funerals.  He  recorded  an  album  called 
Change  is  Pain  clandestinely  in  Soweto 
and  of  course  was  immediately  banned 
(therefore  insuring  prolific  bootleg  dis- 
tribution of  his  recording)  and 
threatened.  He  released  a CD  in  1992 
called  Resistance  is  Defence  that  melds 
political/cultural  poetry  and  township 
music  in  an  honest  way. 

Many  musicians  both  in  exile  and  still 
dwelling  in  South  Africa  helped  bring 
"township"  culture  to  the  world  — a joyful 
music  with  relentless  rhythm  — and  with 
that,  the  awareness  of  the  struggle  against 
apartheid.  Their  lives  were  often  sad  and 
tragic,  yet  the  spirit  remained  hopeful  and 
celebratory  in  the  music,  and  this  spirit 
brought  people  together,  as  it  does  today 
when  South  Africans  sing  their  now-ofG- 
cial  anthem,  "N’kosi  Sikeli  Africa  (God 
Bless  Africa)!" 


I 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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THE  BUCHANAN 
ARCHIPELAGO 

(REVISED  AND  EXPANDED  FROM  BITTER  EXPERIENCE) 


by  Frank  Stauf  aka  Deadbeat 

F irst  thing  I see  in  the  morning  is 
the  long,  droll  face  of  Azael,  my  pet  goat, 
as  he  munches  on  my  bed  of  hemp.  Bright 
sunlight  pours  in  through  the  open  door- 
way of  my  little  hemp  hut;  no  use  trying  to 
get  back  to  sleep.  I consider  turning  on 
the  radio  for  news  of  the  Mainland  but 
decide  against  it;  I get  so  tired  of  all  that 
tedious  political  bombast.  I’d  rather  fill 
my  clay  pipe,  sit  on  my  sunny 
doorstep. ..blue  smoke  in  the  morn- 
ing... two,  three  pipe-fulls  and  I’m  glazed 
enough  to  face  another  day  on  Freak  Is- 
land. 

Fortunately  for  me,  it’s  a large  island, 
big  enough  for  me  to  be  a hermit  here  on 
"Deadbeat  Hill"  — just  me  and  Azael  and 
my  acre  of  Sinsie.  When  my  pipe  is  empty 
the  shifting  wind  wafts  evidence  of  the 
island’s  more  gregarious  inhabitants  into 
my  hut:  a whiff  of  nauseatingly  sweet 
pachulie  from  Hippietown;  piss  from 
Winotown;  stale  beer  and  leather  from 
last  night’s  party  in  Punktown.  Stretching, 
yawning  on  my  hilltop,  I can  see  the  whole 
Buchanan  Archipelago  spread  out  below 
me  on  an  azure  sea. 

The  boys  in  Washington  thought  of 
everyone:  there’s  an  island  just  for  liberal 
New  York  Jews,  featuring  an  extinct  vol- 
cano capped  with  a yamukah-shaped 
dome  — a river  delta  branched  like  a 
menorah  — loudspeakers  blaring  Presi- 
dent Buchanan’s  speeches  all  day  long. 
The  islandic  "Black  Homeland"  is  distin- 
guished by  a full-scale  replica  of  the  Great 
Pyramid  of  Khufu,  surmounted  by  a giant 
billboard  advertising  King  Cobra  Malt 
Liquor  (said  billboard  being  maintained 
by  the  continental  government,  guarded 
by  special  troops  flown  in  from  the  Main- 
land on  the  same  helicopters  that  peri- 
odically dust  the  island  with  cocaine  and 
bomb  it  with  40  oz.  malt  liquor  bottles). 


There  are  islands  just  for  women:  a 
"Pro-Choice"  island  where  the  Mainland 
government  has  built  a coat-hanger  fac- 
tory to  employ  the  natives;  a "Feminist" 
island  where  the  natives  are  kept  per- 
petually pregnant  by  enforced  artificial 
insemination  with  the  sperm  of  prominent 
Republicans  (and  kept  barefoot  by  a vi- 
cious Birkenstock  embargo);  an  island  for 
"Welfare  Mothers"  and  another  for  their 
children;  government-occupied  Lesbos 
with  its  guerilla  army  in  the  hills,  women 
in  loose-fitting  camouflage  fatigues, 
grenades  and  trophy  testicles  dangling 
from  their  ammo  belts  --  and  don’t  forget 
the  all-male  "Fire  Island  II",  where  con- 
doms are  illegal,  blood  transfusions  man- 
datory. 

A black,  smoky  isle  reserved  for  en- 
vironmentalists is  a dump-site  for  toxic 
waste  spewed  out  by  unfettered,  unregu- 
lated American  industry,  towed  in  on 
stinking  barges.  No  tree,  no  blade  of  grass 
grows  anywhere  on  this  island,  or  so  I’m 
told,  having  never  actually  seen  it  for  the 
yellow  chemical  haze  that  shrouds  it  at  all 
times.  Sometimes  the  wind  brings  such  a 
stench  from  its  direction,  poor  Azael 
buries  his  nose  in  my  dirty  sock  hamper 
for  relief.  Sometimes  the  wind  also  brings 
faint  cries  for  help  from  a far,  steep,  crag- 
gy rock,  barely  visible  from  my  hilltop:  an 
island  for  the  handicapped,  just  for  good 
measure  — "Putting  an  end  once  and  for 
all  to  Affirmative  Action  quota  parking!" 
to  quote  yesterday’s  radio  address  from 
President  B. 

On  a very  clear  day  I can  even  see  the 
good  old  U.S.A.  - or  at  least  the  towering 
iron  top  of  the  "Big  Fence"  that  now 
separates  it  from  Mexico.. .parapets  and 
gun  towers  black  against  the  sun,  "to  main- 
tain our  economic  and  cultural  in- 
tegrity"...maybe  I’ll  sell  my  radio  in 
Punktown  today. 

Of  course,  when  the  word  "resettle- 
ment" went  out  to  us  back  in  the  States 
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(how  many  years  ago?)  we  all  envisioned 
concentration  camps,  gas  chambers, 
trenches  of  the  skinny  dead.  Instead  we 
got  the  Archipelago.  We  on  Freak  Island 
fared  best,  with  hardly  any  government  • 
interference. ..allowed  to  keep  harmlessly 
busy  with  our  bongs  and  beers  and  poetry 
slams.  We  never  did  give  much  of  a shit 
about  the  mainstream  anyway,  until  it 
swept  us  away... 

What  was  I gonna  do  today?  Oh  yeah 
- trade  my  radio  for  some  beer  and  pizza 
in  Punktown;  maybe  trade  some  of  my 
superior  hemp  and  goat  cheese  in  Hip- 
pietown for  a new  macrame  hammock  to 
replace  the  one  Azael  had  for  supper  last 
night. 

All  in  all  it’s  not  a bad  life  for  a her- 
mit...kind  of  like  Dustin  Hoffman  at  the 
end  of  Papillon.  Inside  my  hut,  I smoke 
another  bowl,  and  then  another. ..hear  a 


buzzing,  droning  in  my  ears;  an  oddly 
familiar  sound  but  I can’t  place  it  right 
away,  until  it  grows  into  a monstrous 
ROAR! 

I crawl  out  of  my  hut  to  see  a black 
horizon:  hundreds  of  black,  cruciform 
shapes  rising  up  from  the  mainland  to  fill 
the  sky  as  they  approach:  in  murderous 
formation,  wave  upon  wave  of  B-52’s. 

An  explosion  to  my  right  knocks  me 
flat  into  the  dust;  the  concussion  flattens 
all  my  lovely  bushes,  burst  my  eardrums  - 
bombs  rain  down  - my  hut  explodes  in 
flames,  in  silence  --  goat  entrails  flung  into 
the  trees,  poor  Azael  - his  head  blown  off. 
Last  thing  I see  is  his  long,  droll  face 
hurtling  toward  me  just  before  his  horns 
impale  my  eyes. 

Ironic  it  should  end  this  way:  deaf  and 
blind:  hear  no  evil,  see  no  evil.  Hey,  I’d 
make  a good  Republican! 
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